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How time fliesé many of our seasonal 
feathered friends are already enjoying 
warmer weather, the leaves no sooner 

turned than they began to fall, 
and weôve already had our first 
snowfall.  Iôm not ready for 
winter!  But with the change of 
seasons also comes a full lineup 
of Lycoming Audubon activities.  
 
In October, we had a program about 

Lycoming Countyôs efforts to assist its 
municipalities in complying with the 
Pennsylvaniaôs Chesapeake Bay Tributary 
Strategy.  This is an environmental issue 
that now has heightened interest from the 
federal government, with President Obama 
directing the Environmental Protection 

Agency to take a leadership role.  In 
November Dave Ferry will lead a field trip in 
upper Lycoming County to search for 
northern visitors, and on Nov. 19th we 
travel with a couple that experienced nature 
in Costa Rica and captured their trip in 
wonderful photographs.  Then in December 

we will enjoy fellowship at the Genetti with a 
fine meal and another photographic trip 
abroad, this time courtesy of Dave 
Shollenberger.  A few days later we will host 

the Christmas Bird Count, generally 
centered in the Williamsport area.  
Your board members are working 
hard to settle on programs for the 

new yearôs meetings, and Iôm sure you 
wonôt be disappointed.  Please take 
advantage of the activities LAS has to offer 
its members.  
 
 

Chickadee Chickadee 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS  

November 18, 2009 Meeting  

ñLa Naturaleza de Costa Ricaò 

Anita Casper and Jerry Miller 

have traveled, separately and 
together, to a wide variety of 
places, and they will tell us an 
interesting story of one result 
of that travel.  They will 
narrate a slide program on 

their trip to Costa Rica, a country of fantastic 

natural beauty and colorful wildlife.  

November 21 ð FIELD TRIP  

Northern Lycoming County with Dave Ferry, 
looking for Fall and Winter visitors.   We will 
target winter raptors and field birds as well as 
waterfowl at Rose Valley Lake.   Bring 

binoculars/field guides . 

Meet at Wegmans at 8AM and return before 

noon.   Contact Dave Ferry   

December 16 ð HOLIDAY DINNER  

See reservation form on page 9. 
Reservation deadline is December 9, 

2009.  

December 19 ð WILLIAMSPORT CBC 
ð see page 3.  

2010  

January 3, 2010 ð NORTHERN 

LYCOMING CBC ð see page 3.  

January 27 ð ñOn the Right 
Track:   Identifying and Interpreting 

Animal Tracksò, with Dr. Mary 
Dan Alters 

Upcoming Programs ð continued on page 2é 

mailto:lycohawk@aol.com
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2009 Winter Hummingbird CONTEST      

Western species of hummingbirds have been 

turning up with increasing frequency in 
Pennsylvania. Ornithologists are very interested in 

learning more about these wayward 
hummingbirds.  Your participation 

can help contribute to the growing 
body of information about migrating 

hummingbirds.  LAS will offer prizes to the first 
three individuals who are able to attract a 
vagrant hummingbird and allow the bird to be 

banded for science.  

How to Enter :  Residents in Lycoming, Sullivan, 
Clinton, and Tioga Counties are eligible.  

Maintain a hummingbird feeder through 
December 2009.   If you notice any hummingbird 
at your feeder after October 1st, call one of the 
contest directors immediately.  See the phone 
numbers listed below.   

NOTE:  Maintain a clean feeder.  Sugar/
Water ratio is 1 -4.  No red food coloring is 
needed.  If temperatures are predicted to 
go below 25 degrees you may want to bring 
your feeder inside for the night.  Maintaining 
your feeder into winter will not prevent the 
resident Ruby -Throated Hummingbird from 

migrating south.  

PRIZES:  The first three winners can choose one 
of the choices below.  

A copy of The Sibley Guide to Birds:  A 

comprehensive bird guide to all the birds of 
North America.  

$25.00 gift certificate to Gander Mountain  

Contact Information:  Steve Pinkerton at 
(570) 494 -1308 for the Williamsport area 
or Wayne Laubscher at  (570) 748 -7511 for 
the Lock Haven area.  Or email questions .   

Currently I am catching and 
banding Saw -whet Owls at my 
farm in Swissdale.  

The peak of the season will be 
during the end of October and 
early November. If anyone 
wishes to attend a banding 
session, please call me at 748 -
7511.   It is very weather 
dependent and therefore is 
usually scheduled on short 

notice.  
 
 Wayne Laubscher 

Northern Saw -whet Owl  

Banding Update  

Morrison, plus ñAsk the Professor:  

Swine Flu and Bird Fluò. 
 

February 24 ð ñThe Eagle 
Experienceò, with Mike Kuriga and 

ñTJò.  Come meet the newest ñbird 
memberò of LAS, ñTJò a Bald Eagle.  See 

story on page 4.  

   WELCOME! To our NEW MEMBERS  
 

Patricia Aikley  Nancy Baker  

Linda Bigger   Sally Cross  
Lila Gehr  Emery King  
Connie Martin  Ross Library  
James Stackhouse  Dennis Strouse  
Allison Wagner   
Michael M. Cunningham
              
Transfer:  Justin Boatwright  
  

The chapter is still in need of a 
chairperson to head up the Program 
Committee. Duties are negotiable, 

so please do not be shy about 
volunteering.    

Contact Dan Alters, 998 - 9015,  of 
your  interest.  

UPCOMING PROGRAMS  -  continued  

Please report this winter: feeder birds which 
collide with windows, dead or alive, to: 
www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/biology/faculty/

klem/aco/aco.htm .  Dr. Dan Klem is a world 
recognized expert in window -collision, and 
the more reports, the better the case for 
conservation measures.  

mailto:stevepinkerton@comcast.net
http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/biology/faculty/klem/aco/aco.htm
http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/biology/faculty/klem/aco/aco.htm
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Gardening for Birds:    Autumn Leaves  

During this beautiful season, leaves seem to be everywhere. Not long ago, a 
tree may have been a wonderful sight, filled with dazzling shades of red, yel-

low or purple leaves. A week and a windstorm later, the tree is now almost 
bare, and a carpet of leaves covers the ground. We rake or use gas -powered 
machines to blow or ingest these leaves, because we donôt want our yards to 
be considered untidy. Thatôs how we humans perceive dead leaves, also re-

ferred to as leaf litter.  

However, leaf litter supports large numbers of insects and even allows some insects to survive 
the winter. As you know, many birds love to dine on insects when theyôre available and virtually 
all birds feed insects to their young. Bird -lovers need to always remember that insects attract 
birds. As a way to promote good insect habitat, you should allow leaves to accumulate on a 
part of your property, particularly at the bases of shrubs and trees. Perhaps the backyard or, if 

you have a large property, a region away from your house is best to forego the leaf cleanup 
and let nature take her course. Leaf litter also serves as mulch, helping to keep the soil moist 
and fertilized. According to Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home (2007), leaf litter 
is good habitat for many ferns and certain wildflowers, including Wild Ginger, Foamflower, and 

Jack-in - the Pulpit.  

Those leaves that you do feel a need to remove from your property can be com-
posted. Next spring and summer, as temperatures rise and the Sun again climbs 
higher in the sky, the composted leaves will decompose and turn into moist, nutri-
ent - rich compost that you can spread underneath your trees, flowers, and shrubs. 

Isnôt the recycling process of nature amazing? 

 
 

Jim Green 

Christmas Bird Counts  

The following Christmas Bird Counts are available to any interest parties.  While having 
a familiarity with common winter birds is helpful, you don NOT have to 

experienced .  We can  hook inexperienced birders up with the veteran birders.  Please 
contact Dave Ferry  if you are interested in either or both CBCs.  Participants can also do 
a feeder watch from their home (if they live within the count circle) or be assigned an 

area within the count circle.  

Williamsport CBC to be held Saturday, December 19th, sponsored by Lycoming Audubon 

Society.  

Northern Lycoming CBC  to be held Sunday, January 3, 2010.  Sponsored by Rose Valley / 

Mill Creek Watershed Association.  

The count period, which is from December 14th to January 5 in North America, is ñcitizen 
scienceò in action, and represents over a century of unbroken data collection of trends in early 

winter bird populations across the Americas.   

Our LISTSERV  

Lycoming Audubon maintains a ñlistservò - an email messaging system for information and bird 
sighting reports for and from our members.  If you are interested in receiving these email 

notices, please contact Dave Ferry  and ask to be added to the ñLASBatsBirdsò listserv list. 

mailto:lycohawk@aol.com
mailto:lycohawk@aol.com


 

4  

The Development of ñTJò -   an Education Bald Eagle  

By Michael Kuriga  

[Editorôs note: With Mikeôs good fortune of obtaining an eagle, it was 
decided to ñjournalò TJôs development in the newsletter.  This is the first 
installment.]  

For many years now, I have been putting on ñhawk talksò to school, 

social and outdoor groups.  In the past ten years, some of those 
talks included a Golden Eagle that I used for falconry. When the 
Eagle contracted a serious staph infection and died, I was at a real 
loss and missed the personal dealings with a very intelligent bird 

such as an Eagle.  

So, not long after the loss of the Golden, I applied for an Eagle Education Permit through the 
US Forest and Wildlife Service.  It took a little over 18 months but I did receive my permit and 

then began a search for a suitable Bald Eagle.  

Only Eagles that cannot be released to the wild can be kept in zooôs or at Education Centers.  
There is actually a website where one can ask for or offer birds and animals to be passed along 

to the proper facilities for education. I was on the list requesting an eagle for over a year.  

Several birds were considered and I traveled around trying to locate a bird that would fit my 
purpose.  My goal:  A male --  due to the smaller size versus a female and easier to hold for an 
hour.  A bird, somewhat young and not a full adult.  The older the bird, the more time needed 
to man down the bird to make it suitable for active display.  Also, I wanted a bird that looked 

good.  No amputees, and hopefully one with the ability to fly a short distance.  About a month 

ago, I received a phone call from a rehabber in Iowa and a suitable candidate was found.   

This will be a running story of ñTJò, named for Thomas 

Jefferson, my favorite president, his training and travels.  

9:45 pm, October 6, 2009; Harrisburg Airport:  

The crate with ñDANGER ï LIVE BALD EAGLEò 
arrived at the baggage claim area.  Paperwork was 

signed and we were headed to the Mews in 

Mosquito Valley.  

The eagle, a first year bird and most likely only 8 

months old was fitted with jesses and a hood, 
weighed and some evaluation was done on the 
ñwristò area where there is permanent damage.  
The sex is unknown at this time.  The bird was offered some strips of venison, which it 

took it from the perch placement.  

The next day, the eagle got its hackles up and spread its wings in a display of fear and 

defense.  It did not like being hooded and thus a little resentful, but this was necessary 

to begin itôs training.  However, it did accept food offered from the fist. 

October 11 th.  I was scheduled to do a talk at Little Pine Creek State Parkôs Fall Festival, 

and decided to take the eagle along.  It still would not sit on the fist, un -hooded so I 
kept the hood on the bird the entire time.  Better to have ñhimò hooded, than not to 
have brought him at all.  Plus, this would provide some training and the feeling of sitting 

on the glove and hearing people -  without the shock of sight adding to the stress.  About 
350 persons attended the event and all were impressed with seeing a Bald Eagle up 

close.  
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A feather sample was sent to a Lab for DNA testing to determine the sex of this bird.  A 

couple days later, I received an email saying they did not have a data base for Bald 
Eagles and could not perform the test.  So, I looked up several white papers on the 

subject of sexing a Bald Eagle; and one of the best methods is the measurement of the 
foot from the tip of the main toe or digit to the tip of the halex or rear/killing toe.  The 
bird fell into the low end of the male and that made sense.  After handling him for some 
time, he was looking smaller than a female would be.  There is a dimorphasism  in birds 

of prey where the males are a one - third smaller in size.  Thus they are called tiercels . 

During the next couple weeks, TJ is began stepping up onto the fist and has actually 

hopped to it several times.  The hood is no longer 
needed as he is accepting his new environment more 
and more each day.  He also goes into his ñgiant hoodò, 
the car carrier, with no problems, knowing that it is 

dark and quiet in there and nothing will bother him.  

The probable history of the early days in TJôs life:  From 

where the feather damage first shows up, I figure he 

met a traumatic accident at around 30 days of age.  
Most likely, he was thrown out of the nest, had his left 
wrist separated, was unable to fly, and did not get fed 
for several days.  Apparently, the parents started to 
feed him again on the ground but there were still 
problems.  These are known because of the ñshockò 
marks on the feathers. Weak spots show up when the 

feather is developing and can occur from either lack of 
nutrition or traumatic events or ñscaresò.  A few of the 
tail and wing feathers had even stopped growing.  A 
kayaker had spotted the bird on a river bank and a 
month later the bird was still in the same area.  A 
wildlife officer was contacted and he was able to run 
down the bird, catch it, and pass it along to the 

rehabber in Waterloo, Iowa.  The bird was evaluated 
and determined to have the ñlife lastingò injury and a 

search was on for a suitable home.   

This is where our journey together begins.   

Some of the damaged feathers have broken and I expect a few more to break, due to 

handling.  One of the feathers that did not grow to completion actually dropped out.  
Hopefully, now that ñTJò is getting a steady diet, a new feather is pushing out.  In about 

two years ñTJò will have a full set of soft pliable and good looking plumage. 

I am now putting together programs, to be called ñThe Eagle Experienceò, and have 

booked a few for the spring.  I will be bringing ñTJò to the chapter meeting in February.  
And I am looking for suggestions as to what you would like to learn about Bald Eagles, 

so come with those questions and your cameras.  

To be continuedééé 

Michael W. Kuriga 

Eagle Education Permit MB191040  

ñTJò 
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WINTER FINCH FORECAST  

[Editorôs Note: This is an edited version of Ron Pittawayôs annual ñFinch Forecastò.  Ron is an 
renown ornithologist and a member of the Ontario Field Ornithologists, of Minden, Ontario, 

Canada.]  

General Forecast:  

The theme this winter is there will be no major finch irruptions outside their normal ranges. 
Finch numbers will be low and thinly distributed or absent in southern and northeastern Ontario 
and Quebec, where seed crops are poor. Higher numbers of finches should be attracted to 

much better cone crops in northwestern Ontario and west into northern Saskatchewan, the 

Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland, and northern New England States.  

Purple Finch  

Most Purple Finches should migrate south out of the province this fall because many seed crops 

are poor in the north. This finch has declined significantly in recent decades.  

White -winged Crossbill  

White -winged Crossbills appear this winter in Newfoundland and the Maritime Provinces and 

the northern New England States, where spruce cone crops are good to heavy.  

Common and Hoary Redpolls  

Redpolls are a birch seed specialist in winter. Since the birch crop is poor in northeastern 
Ontario and Quebec, a few Common Redpolls should move south into southern Ontario and 
farther east and south. However, most redpolls may be drawn to good birch crops in 

northwestern Ontario and westward in the boreal forest into Saskatchewan.  

Pine Siskins  

Siskins are a conifer seed specialist when they winter in northern Ontario. Hemlock seed is 
another favorite in central Ontario. Most siskins departed the province early this past summer 
and appear to have gone mainly to western Canada. Banding recoveries show that siskins 
wander both ways between eastern and western North America. Siskins are currently very 
scarce in the Northeast. It is uncertain whether many will return east this fall to winter in 
northwestern Ontario, the Maritime Provinces and northern New England States, where cone 

crops are good to excellent.  

Evening Grosbeak  

Breeding populations are much lower now than 35 years ago due mainly to a decrease of large 
outbreaks of spruce budworm beginning in the 1980s. A very few grosbeaks may move south 
from northeastern Ontario and Quebec where coniferous and deciduous seed supplies are 

generally poor.  

Red - breasted Nuthatch  

Movements of this nuthatch in Ontario are linked to cone crop abundance, particularly white 
spruce, white pine and balsam fir when bumper. There has not been a noticeable southward 
movement along Lakes Ontario and Erie, indicating this is not an irruption year for it and 

associated winter finches such as White -winged Crossbills and Pine Siskins.  However, Red - 
breasted Nuthatches will be scarce this winter in central Ontario such as Algonquin Park and in 
northeastern Ontario and Quebec because cone crops there are generally poor in these areas. 
Many nuthatches likely dispersed to better cone crops north and west of Lake Superior and east 

to the Maritime Provinces.  
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Kidsõ Korner:  Origami Crane  
In Japanese and Chinese culture, cranes are a sign of long life, luck, and 
loyalty.  Origami is the Japanese art of paper folding.  Old leftover 
squares of holiday wrapping paper often make wonderful starting 
materials for origami ðand the brighter the colors, the better!  Here are 
some instructions for making your own origami crane.  Try it with a little 
help from an adult!  

This Kidsô Korner provided by Dr. Mary Morrison, Lycoming College.     


