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November ð December Programs  

November 19, 2008 ðDr. Terry Master  

ñThe Use of Riparian Birds as 
Bioindicators ò  

Terry Master will explain the use of the 
Louisiana Waterthrush as a bio -
indicator of headwater stream 

ecological integrity, and the 
use of colonially nesting Great 
Egrets and Black -crowned Night -Herons for 

the same purpose downstream on the 
Susquehanna.  In both 
situations, --  regardless of 
where one is within the 

watershed --  these species of birds 
act as barometers of environmental 
health, by virtue of the measurable responses to 

human impact on their respective environments.  

Dr. Terry Master has been interested in birds since 
he was six years old. He pursued this interest 
academically through his undergraduate years at 
Muhlenberg College in Allentown,  then at East 
Stroudsburg University where he received his 
Masters Degree and finally at Lehigh University 
where he earned his Ph.D. in Animal Behavior and 
Ornithology in 1989.  He has taught ornithology, 
animal behavior and ecology courses at East 
Stroudsburg University for the last 20 years.  He 

resides in Nazareth, Pa with four cats, one dog and a 
skunk named Boo.   

Heron clipart:  Daniel S. Kilby    Egret clipart: Kirstin Munson  

 

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 ð 

Holiday Dinner at Genetti Hotel   

Sunday, December 14, 2008 ð Northern 

Lycoming CBC ð see info on page 2.  

Sunday, December 28, 2008 ð

Williamsport CBC ð see info on page 2.  

I hope you are enjoying the beautiful fall 
colors and watching the migration.  

A reminder to members --  the LAS board 

made the decision to cancel the bird seed 
sale.  The price of seed is 30 -70% higher 
this year, and this increase in cost would not 
make our ñsellingò price attractive.  This was our 
main fund raiser, and therefore, we will appreciate 
any monetary donations that much more!  The 
donation box is on the greeter's table at the 

general meetings.  Lycoming Audubon continues 
to use these funds to promote education for a 
healthier habitat for birds and all wildlife.  Also we 
have  the new barn owl patch that was 
designed  and donated by Ron Beach.  The patches 
are  available for sale for $5.50 per patch from any 

LAS board member.  

Some of our ongoing projects include:  

1.  Providing educational programs at our  monthly 
meetings and field trips.    

2.  Barn owl project to  locate  barn owls, band 
them,  and provide owl boxes at appropriate sites.  

3.  Monitoring our purple martin house located at the 
Lysock View Complex.  

4.  Participation in the Christmas Bird Count and 
Breeding Bird Atlas to assist  Audubon and other 
organizations to identify birds in decline.  

5.  Continuing the summer bat concentration surveys 
and providing bat boxes and/or building plans for a 
bat box.  

6.  Providing wild flower seeds for Rider Park, to 
encourage wild life and replace invasive  plant 
species.  

7.  Promoting bird watching at Canfield Island/
Riverfront Park by providing bird identification 
posters, bird check lists,  and field trips.  

8.  Promoting  native plants to attract birds and replace 
invasive plant species.  

Looking forward to seeing you at our  November 

19 th  meeting  and at our annual Holiday Dinner on 
December 10 th  at the Genetti Hotel.    

Linda Burk 



 

2  

Saw - Whet Owl Patch !  

This yearôs eight color patch depicts the 
Northern Saw -Whet Owl sitting on an 
evergreen branch; designed by wildlife 

artist Ron Beach.   See it in color on the website!  

Patches are available from board members, at the 

website, or can be ordered by mail:  Check or money 
payable to Lycoming Audubon, 1217 Cedar Street, 
Montoursville,  PA, 17754.  Patches are $5.50, plus 
$.50 for S&H.  

Smithsonian Field Guide 

to the BIRDS of North 

America  

by Ted Floyd, Editor of Birding 

Magazine, 2008, Collins, ISBN: 

9780061120404; ISBN10: 0061120405; 
528 pages, $24.95  

At first when I was handed this book, I thought, 

òAnother plain bird identification book with good 
pictures that someone just wants to make some 
money with.ò  However, I was pleasantly 
surprised at what I did find inside.  

Being a big fan of the Peterson Field Guides , it 
was good to see the references to those 
publications and in a way; this book is built upon 
them.  There is a great introduction chapter that 
is a must read before you go into the pages and 
start your look ups.  It will be a great help in 
your learning process in figuring out just what is 
in front of your binoculars.  

Not only are there hints on identification, but 
also hints as to where to look and how.  There 
are also some great drawings identifying the 
various feathers and body parts of birds.  

Then the book gets into the various species with 

some great photographs; proper for identification 
and not just looks. (2,500 pictures.)  

And to top all of this off, there is a CD included 
with 587 bird songs. (Download to your MP3 
player and head out!)  

What is not found are a lot of data concerning 
breeding, and details.  But this is an 
identification book and if the reader needs that 
information, it can be found elsewhere and not 
needed in the field to weight you down.  And 
speaking of which, at 6 by 8 inches, it carries 

well in the backpack.  

A copy of this book will be made available at the 
Chapter meetings if you would like a closer look.  

Book Review  by Michael Kuriga  

Christmas Bird Counts  
 
Lycoming Audubon will be 

participating in two Christmas Bird Counts this 

year.   The Northern Lycoming CBC will be held 
Sunday, December 14th, 2008 and co -sponsored 
with the Rose Valley/Mill Creek Watershed 
Association.   The Williamsport CBC will be held 
on Sunday, December 28th.   Participants are 
welcome and needed for both counts.   A $5.00 

fee is required of participants.   Anyone 
interested in participating should contact Dave 
Ferry  or call before 7PM at (570) 323 -1590.  

2008 Winter Hummingbird 

CONTEST      

Western species of hummingbirds have been 
turning up with increasing frequency in 
Pennsylvania. Ornithologists are very interested 

in learning more about these wayward 
hummingbirds.  Your participation can help 
contribute to the growing body of information 
about migrating hummingbirds.  LAS will offer 
prizes to the first three individuals who are able 
to attract a vagrant hummingbird and allow the 

bird to be banded for science.  

How to Enter :  Residents in Lycoming, Sullivan, 
Clinton, and Tioga Counties are eligible.  
Maintain a hummingbird feeder through 
December 2008.   If you notice any hummingbird 
at your feeder after October 1st, call one of the 

contest directors immediately.  See the phone 
numbers listed below.   

NOTE:  Maintain a clean feeder.  Sugar/
Water ratio is 1 -4.  No red food coloring 
is needed.  If temperatures are 

predicted to go below 25 degrees you 
may want to bring your feeder inside for the 
night.  Maintaining your feeder into winter will 
not prevent the resident Ruby -Throated 
Hummingbird from migrating south.  

PRIZES:  The first three winners can choose one 

of the choices below.  

A copy of The Sibley Guide to Birds:  A 

comprehensive bird guide to all the birds of 
North America.  

$25.00 gift certificate to Gander Mountain  

Contact Information:  Steve Pinkerton at 
(570) 494 - 1308 for the Williamsport area 
or Wayne Laubscher at  (570) 748 - 7511 for 
the Lock Haven area.  Or email questions . 

mailto:lycobirds@aol.com
mailto:lycobirds@aol.com
mailto:stevepinkerton@comcast.net
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Barn Owls Rescued in Antes Fort  

On July 1 st , an incident involving Barn Owls occurred at the Moore Farms Feed 
Mill in Antes Fort.  An adult Barn Owl had unfortunately gotten caught in a 
conveyor apparatus in a loft in the building, when the apparatus was turned on.  
The owl was found in the conveyor severely injured.  The mill personnel had 

been unaware of the presence of the Barn Owls in the loft, which was enclosed 
and offered no inside view from below.  

Upon inspection of the loft by Scott Moore, a nest was found with recently 
hatched owlets and one un -hatched egg.  Scott immediately contacted the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission.  A PGC official arrived to retrieve the injured 
owl.  A decision was made to euthanize it as it was unfortunately, mortally 
injured.  The nest and owls were previously unknown to the PGC and myself and 
was a new nest site for Lycoming County.   

With one parent now gone, there was concern that the young owlets might not 
be adequately cared for and some thought was given as to whether or not they 
should be rescued.  Mario Giazzon of the PGC, who is the local official involved 
in the PGCôs Barn Owl Project, decided to rescue the two owlets, and the egg.  
He transported them to Kristina Franklin, a wildlife rehabilitator who operates the 
Big Woods Rescue Clinic at Tamarack near Renovo in Clinton County.  

Kristina was surprised and as pleased as the rest of us, when she was able to hatch out the egg a few  
days later.  All three hatchlings did well and were eventually transferred to Susan Pochyba, a 
rehabilitator in Centre County, for further care.   

Several weeks later as the owls approached fledgling age, it was decided by PGC biologists to try to 
foster them into a nest of similarly aged Barn Owls.  Apparently this had never been tried before.  As it 
so happened, a farm near Elimsport had an active nest with owls of approximately the same age.  That 
nest originally had five young owls which had previously been banded.  The three oldest owls had just 
fledged and the two youngest were about to, so in late August Mario and I banded the three Antes Fort 
owls and released them into the silo nest at the Elimsport farm, along with several dead mice for extra 

food.   

The introduced owls were checked on or several weeks.  They continued to do well, were apparently 
eating, and eventually fledged!   

This unfortunate incident was turned around and ñgoodò came of it.  Scott Moore and the other 
employees at the Moore Farms mill should be applauded for handling the situation as they did.   

On a final note, a nest box was placed in the loft at the Moore mill and future access to the loft by the 
owls was restricted to just the box from the outside.  It is hoped that Barn 
Owls will return to nest again at the mill in the coming year.    
    

Wayne Laubscher 

Fellow bird lover Linda Zook and I went to the Montour Preserve on October 3 rd  .  It was Lindaôs first 
time there and she loved it.   She commented it was so peaceful and beautiful there.  We had a fine 
morning of bird watching.   We startled a blue heron who took off 100 ft. from us and squawked.  
Another was sitting across the lake.  Then we heard and saw a pileated woodpecker and a red -
bellied woodpecker.   A group of 20 common mergansers landed next to us in the lake.   An osprey 
soared above us.   A kingfisher followed us and let all the other animals know we were there.   Then 
we saw him dive for a fish.   We heard a yellow -billed cuckoo but never saw him.   Then we took a 
walk on the Goose Woodôs Trail.  We wandered into a flock of blue jays and robins.   We saw another 
pileated and red -bellied Woodpeckers.  Other birds sighted included a white breasted nuthatch, song 
sparrows, and starlings.  We enjoyed looking at all the different types of mushrooms and fungi that 
are growing all over the forest at this time of year.   The variety is incredible.   On the way home, we 
encountered a few deer along the road and a group of wild turkeys.          

          Thanks,    Laurie Cressman 

Rescued Barn Owl  
Photo: Wayne Laubscher  
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Blue Darters é.. A series of  three articles on accipiters  

by Michael W. Kuriga  

Abbreviated on my personalized license plate are the letters ñBLU DRTRò.  Like many people, I 

had that made up just to create questions and only a few know the exact words and less the 

meaning.  However, a few older Birders and falconers know the expression and even amongst 

those, there is contention as to the exact identification of bird that the expression is intended 
for.  Through many years of looking it up and doing the research, I have found that the name, 

Blue Darter, means any of the three accipiters found in North America.  However, mostly, it is 

attached to mean a Cooperôs Hawk.  The term being derived from the blue/grey color of the 
adult and the way they dart through the trees after prey.  All three have similar colored 

feathers on the adult primaries and back feathers.  In a series of three articles, Iôll go over what 

to look for in identifying the three accipiters that frequent Pennôs Woods.  Letôs look into the 
smallest of these bird catching birds, the Sharp Shinned Hawk.  

Sharp Shinned Hawk ð Accipiter straitus  

The ñSharpieò, is the smallest of the three and extremely common in our area.  This is the bird 

that will raid the bird feeder and nests in back yards.  The 
best way to identify this or any of the three, is in their flight 

patterns.  They have very quick wing beats followed by a 

glide.  (Flap, flap, flap, flap, glideéé..)  Also, they have 
shorter wings than the tail and the three are also referred 

to as short -wings for this reason.  

More detailed identification for the Sharpie is the 

outstretched wingspan of up to 23 inches with the long tail 
and a distinctive white rump patch  that can be seen in 

flight.   

As with all birds of prey, there are dimorphisms in the size 
between the sexes.  The male being a third less in size and 

hence referred to as the tiercel or that being 1/3 less.  So, identification between a female 

Sharp Shin and a male Coopers Hawk is very challenging.  And the same goes for a female 
Coopers to a male Goshawk.   

And to top it all, the coloration of the first year birds is so similar that even held next to one 

another, the more than casual birder has a hard time differentiating as to which is which.  The 

first years, have a very mottled brown and light brown pattern that is quite typical of most first 
year birds of prey.  Nature gave these dumb young hunters a little advantage of camouflage for 

their initial hunting experiences.  

In the Spring they prefer nesting in conifer trees and seem to like plantation type of plantings.  
I have found as many as six young occupying a single nest.  They are also late nesters, 

hatching around the 1 st  of July.  

Come Autumn, Sharpies are one of the first raptors to migrate.  Right at the same time as 
Broad Winged Hawks and well into October.  Rarely do they migrate in November and only a 

few will winter over in our area.  But a few will and these are sure to be found around a 

neighborhood bird feeder awaiting a feathered treat.  

Next newsletter: the Cooperôs Hawk 

 

Use of Sharp Shinned Hawk photo, courtesy of Andy Smith of www.AndySmithPhotography.com  

 

Notice the white rump patch  



Bird Observations  
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The cold, blustery weather enveloping the area as I write this today (October 29) portends the 

phase of fall migration when the big birds fly at the hawk watches (Golden Eagles, Northern 
Goshawks, Red - tailed Hawks and Red -shouldered Hawks).  

The Golden flight, in particular, is a bit behind last yearôs pace; however, by the time you read 

this, it should be at or just past its peak.  

One passerine species we have been delighted to see in large numbers lately at Pennsylvania 
Audubonôs Waggonerôs Gap Hawk Watch is Pine Siskin. I think Iôve seen more siskins this year 

than in any other since Iôve been an observer at Waggonerôs Gap. The flocks buzzing down the 

ridge have been more numerous, and the flocks themselves have been larger than in previous 
years Ƅ up to 100 birds or more in some.  

This is in keeping with the numerous reports statewide of a fairly substantial siskin invasion, 

which seems to have been accurately predicted by Ron Pittawayôs annual winter-finch forecast. 
The prognostication called for most siskins to move south in large numbers this fall because of 

a diminished spruce -cone crop in the boreal forest, though a large white -pine seed crop may 

keep some siskins happy and homebound in central and northern Ontario. Keep your thistle 

feeders filled and you may find some siskins perched alongside the American Goldfinches.  

There are not many local sightings to report this time, but here they are:  

On October 18, Dave Ferry had two nice finds to report from his property in Old Lycoming 

Township. The first was a cooperative Swainson's Thrush that permitted great looks. It was the 
first record of the species on his property. A short time later, Dave and his son flushed a Short -

eared Owl that was roosting in the propertyôs overgrown field. ñThe owl flew up over our heads 

and began making big circles and was quickly discovered by 10 crows that gave chase for about 
five minutes,ò he noted. The Short-eared was another first for the property.  

On October 17, Dave had 11 Green -winged Teal on his pond and a kettle of 50 Turkey Vultures 

migrating overhead. Other recent sightings there include Ruby -crowned Kinglet, Swamp 

Sparrow, Black -throated Blue Warbler, and many Cooperôs Hawks and Sharp-shinned Hawks 
migrating overhead. He also reports a few Eastern Towhees and many White - throated 

Sparrows.  

On October 22, Rosemary Lunz of the Warrensville area reported on the PA Birds listserv that 
she saw a flock of siskins at her home. At Rider Park, she observed siskins, Eastern Bluebirds, 

dozens of American Robins and some goldfinches.  

Also on PA Birds , Jeff Schaffer reported on October 18 that he saw two flocks of siskins Ƅ 35 
and 14 birds for a total of 49 Ƅ near Farrandsville, Clinton County. He also saw a couple of 

Purple Finches and suspected more were hiding in the bushes. Other birds noted by Jeff were 

Yellow -bellied Sapsucker, Red -bellied Woodpecker, a few Blue -headed Vireos and a few Ruby -

crowned Kinglets.  

Back on September 16, Jeff reported an Olive -sided Flycatcher, an American Woodcock, some 

Red-eyed Vireos, a few Black - throated Green Warblers and an Eastern Phoebe along an old 

logging road that connects with Carrier Road near Farrandsville.  

On October 11, there were two Red -breasted Nuthatches among the birds seen along Fishing 

Creek Narrows, according to a report by Hillel Brandes noted in the Central PA Birdline . 

On September 6, Dave Ferry ventured to Montour Preserve near Washingtonville and reported 

finding an Orange -crowned Warbler at the fly -ash basin next to the power plant. Nate Fronk, 
who was with Dave, provided the correct identification.  

.....continued on page 6é... 
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 Kidôs Korner Fun With Feet!! 

Raptors ð Birds of prey ð like the eagle and the hawk (photos above left) have sharp talons that 
they use to catch and hold their prey.  Some raptors can squeeze their toes to give more than 200 
pounds per square inch of pressure ð thatôs why falconers wear heavy leather gloves! 

Swimming birds  like the mallard and pelicans (photos above right) have webbing between their 
toes, to help them move through the water faster.  

Perching birds  like the crow have three toes in front and one 
toe behind, like in the drawing at right.  

Climbing birds , like woodpeckers and parrots, brace 
themselves with their tail feathers and their toes.  The feet of 
these birds are zygodactyl :  they have two toes in front and two 
toes behind, like the drawing of a woodpeckerôs foot at right.  
Having two toes in the rear helps these birds to move up and 
down the tree trunks with ease.  

 

Pictures are from Microscoft Office Clip Art.  

This Kidsô Korner provided by Dr. Mary Morrison, Lycoming College.  

Did you ever notice that different kinds of birds have very different 
kinds of feet?  Most birds have four toes, with three toes in front and 
one in back.  

ñWe watched the bird hover feed at a few flowers and its nervous behavior was obvious. This  

bird was definitely on the early side of migration, and a very pleasant surprise since I've only 
seen a few of these birds ... all in Alaska,ò Dave reported on PA Birds. ñI suspect it's one I've 

overlooked in Pennsylvania many times before.  If you notice a óvireoô hovering at flowers and 

staying close to the ground, give it a long second look.ò 

The fly -ash area is now off - limits to birders, Dave reports, and the mudflats that used to attract 
shorebirds there have been bulldozed. It is a shame, because the basin always seemed to 

attract a few rarities each year.          Joe Yoder 

é...Bird Observationséé.Continued from page 5é. 


