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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

15 May 2010—Visit "LAS"” at the
“"RIVERWALK Festival”..... Susquehanna
RiverWalk and Timber Trail Ribbon
Cutting Event. Citizens & Northern Bank
parking lot (next to Via Bella, near
Market Street Bridge). 10:00am to 4:00
pm. TJ will be there!

19 May 2010 - ANNUAL TUREEN
DINNER . Membership meeting and
Elections. 6:00pm at the LLComplex
NOTE: This meeting is a week earlier
than normal. Program:

"The Recovery of Endangered Birds in
Pennsylvania” Doug Gross, Wildlife
Biologist, Endangered Bird Specialist and PA
eBird Coordinator. He will discuss
endangered and threatened species in
Pennsylvania, with special emphasis on the
Bald Eagle.

July 28, 2010 — Annual Summer PICNIC

Mark your calendars - details in July —
August newsletter.

WELCOME! To our NEW MEMBERS !!

Lisa A. Bletz
Laura Brown
Loretta Coltrane
Eleanor Devito

Cathy Brandt

Jacque Bryerton
Mary E. Crothers
Henriette Evans

Doreen Frey Susan Gray
David Glossner Willard Jones
Shirley W. Kande John Martin
Malcolm Muir Linda Rhein

Ms. Janice Steis
Linda Swisher

Robert Stoy
Newell I. Thompson

Transfer — Colin Hitchman
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Newsletter of the Lycoming Audubon Society May — June 2010

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT...

As the first year of my term is ending I can
look back on an active year in Lycoming
Audubon with a great deal of satisfaction.
Your Board has been busy, sending two fine
young people to Leadership Conservation
training; maintaining the ongoing projects of
the chapter such as the purple martin house,
the Ryder Park hummingbird and butterfly
garden, and the Canfield Island CREP
agreement to name but a few; investigating
our possible role in the transport of injured
birds to rehabilitators; representing PA
Audubon at the annual Pennsylvania Bluebird
Society conference and the annual Native
Plant sale; participating in the Susquehanna
Ri ver wal k
15, Williamsport); and taking a stand to
protect the remaining wild nature of the Rose
Valley lake environs. Our field trips continue,
the regular monthly meetings have featured
good programs drawing above-average
attendance, and we remain in excellent
financial health.

OQur “Annual Member ship”
three weeks, May 19, beginning at 6:00pm,
with the ever-popular tureen dinner. A fine
program by Doug Gross will follow. The
summer family picnic will be on July 28, also
beginning at 6:00pm, and
steamed sweet corn. Programs are very
quickly shaping up for the fall. What could
possibly be better? Your participation in some
large or small way is always welcome. Money
is tight, we know, S0 we
monetary contribution. Volunteers are always
needed in many areas, and the donation of
your time, even a few hours a year, is far
more important to us. Please consider adding

your time to one of our
many projects. Dan Alters
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GARDENING FOR BIRDS: GRAY DOGWOOD

Often found in fields abandoned to the wonders of nature, Gray Dogwood (Cornus racemosa) is
a large native shrub that will do just fine in your garden. Unlike most of its dogwood 'cousins' in
the Genus Cornus , which require moist soil, Gray Dogwood thrives on both swampy
bottomlands as well as dry hillsides.

Like many other shrubs, Cornus racemosa almost always has multiple trunks and easily forms
thickets that can be as wide as they are high. Maximum height is ten to sixteen feet tall. Great
seasonal coloring is one reason to add this shrub to your property. In late spring, creamy white
flower clusters (the Latin word 'racemosa ' refers to clusters) signal the bountiful harvest yet to
come. As summer grows old, groups of white berries ripen
on brilliant red stems, and the green leaves turn an
attractive purple-red. Those interesting round berries
aren't edible by humans, but they are savored by at least
sixteen bird species, according to Stephen Kress, Vice
President for Bird Conservation with National Audubon.
Kress states that Gray Dogwood's white fruit is a favorite
for "...woodpeckers, catbirds, robins, bluebirds, and other
thrushes." (Kress, 2006, p. 194)

Native throughout the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic States,
Gray Dogwood needs at least partial sunshine to succeed
and can tolerate full sunlight. It exhibits moderate to fast
growth. Although you can grow this wonderful shrub from
seed, you may want to purchase plants that are a couple
of years old to transplant onto your property. Most native
plant nurseries and native plant sales feature Gray
Dogwood, and you can also order it from Musser's Forest
in Indiana, PA, which will ship plants to your doorstep for a
reasonable cost. Along with any other shrub or tree you
plant, water it well during its first growing season,
especially if regular soaking rains don't occur. I recommend measuring its height and width as
you plant it. Then, measure again at the end of each growing season to marvel at the annual
increase. Happy gardening!

Illustration from: http://www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/plants/npg/pg68-69.html

Reference: Kress, S. (2006): The Audubon Society Guide to Attracting Birds , 2nd Ed., Jlm Gfeen
Cornell University Press
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Hawk Mountain's Native Plant Sale — Sat & Sun, May 15th -16th

Both days, 10 am - 4 pm

Hawk Mountain Visitor Center, Hamburg, PA - 7 miles NE of I-78

Learn more about native plant species and how to use them in your home landscape. Native wildflowers,
vines, shrubs, ferns and trees will be for sale, all to benefit Hawk Mountain. This sale includes a strong
educational component and will include tours of the native plant garden, free information and lots of
helpful advice from skilled volunteers and master gardeners.

Ned Smith Center for Nature and Art — 12th Annual Native Plant Sale — May 8th
Ned Smith Center is located at 176 Water Company Road, Millersburg, PA

May 8, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. - The Center has teamed up with Meadowood Nursery for this annual tradition,
now one of the largest of its kind in central Pennsylvania, with a HUGE selection of native wildflowers,
ferns, grasses, trees and shrubs, all chosen for their beauty, hardiness and wildlife value. Native
gardening experts will be on hand to answer questions and help you select the right plants for your
gardens. All plants are nursery propagated.



http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cora6
http://www.il.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/plants/npg/pg68-69.html
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J\D
da\ii)/ WESLEY THE OWL: THE REMARKABLE LOVE STORY
Lz OF AN OWL AND His GIRL

review by Jim Green

Anyone interested in birds and/or learning about the complex
relationship between humans and animals should seriously consider
reading this informative, entertaining and well-written book. Author
Stacey O'Brien was given a rare opportunity to raise a baby barn owl
that could never survive on its own in the wild, due to nerve damage
in one of its wings. At the time, Stacey was a young biologist who
studied animals including barn owls at Cal Tech (California Institute of
Technology) and she welcomed this opportunity to start a long-term
experiment. Thus began an incredible partnership between Stacey
and Wesley that continued for almost two decades.

c HTheOwl .com

Stacey first met Wesley in February of 1985, when he was only four
days old and had not yet opened his eyes. Laws against raising a wild
owl were much less prevalent then than they are today, which enabled Stacey to take Wesley to the
home she shared with her best friend Wendy and Wendy's husband. Fortunately, Wendy was an animal-
lover who lived in a rural area and she didn't raise a fuss when Stacey began stocking the freezer with
dead mice. Lots of dead mice!

What a good mother Stacey became. She fed Wesley mice parts and made sure his food supply never
ran out, repeatedly spoke to him, and went everywhere with him, including to a grocery store. What a
surprise friendly shoppers got when they asked to take a peek at the 'little one' wrapped in baby blankets
in Stacey's arms!

In spite of his nerve damage, Wesley did learn to fly short distances and Stacey details = ) of y
that learning process. He also did much more than just sit when he wasn't eating or : &\
sleeping. He was downright playful, creative, sometimes quite noisy, and even § = i el
communicated with Stacey. There was no doubt that Stacey was 'his girl'. In fact, there | e
were very few people other than Stacy who Wesley tolerated near him. i Wesley the Owl

Even Stacey underestimated Wesley. She had several cages of zebra finches in her
bedroom and was shocked one day to discover Wesley fly into and knock down a cage,
which opened on impact. He then chased a finch all over the bedroom that he considered
his home and eventually snatched the little bird in midair. On another night, Stacey
describes how a wild female barn owl hovers outside her window, eyes fixed on the
bachelor inside. N

Barn owls are unique. Biologists classify them in a separate family from all other North American owls.
Identified as genus species Tyto alba , Stacey informs readers that they are different from almost all
other birds in that they can not produce oil to spread on their feathers. As a result, they are very
susceptible to becoming waterlogged. Apparently, no one told Wesley about this, because he absolutely
loved water. He came to relish getting soaked and even taking baths in a bathtub!

What a great book this is, and what 'personality' Wesley had. Stacey describes the love that she and
Wesley had for each other over many years, and she shares many personal experiences in her own life
that add interest and humor to this wonderful story. The book is 224 pages in length and easy to read.
You will find it at the J.V. Brown Library in Williamsport, at other libraries and bookstores and at online
retailers. It is also available as an e-book, and the author has a website simply titled
www.wesleytheowl.com.

Wesley the Owl: The Remarkable Love Story of an Owl and His Girl
O'Brien, Stacey (2008); Free Press: NY, NY

ISBN-13: 978-1-4165-5173-7

ISBN-10: 1-4165-5173-5

Illustrations from www.wesleytheowl.com

Email us at: LycomingAudubon@aol.com


http://www.wesleytheowl.com

THE DEVELOPMENT OF “TJ” - AN EDUCATION BALD EAGLE
By Michael Kuriga

This is the fourth report concerning TJ and his association with Mike and their education rograms.

Since October, |1 have been manning”
programs and interaction with the public. If you were in attendance at
the February meeting of the Lycoming Audubon Society, you saw just
how well he is doing. That was on a Wednesday and that following
Sunday, we were at the Trout Kickoff located in the YMCA arena.

The program at the Y was about 3 hours long. TJ was transported in
his “Giant Hood”, a |l arge traveling b
fits perfectly in the back of my vehicle. I had a table set up with a
perch for him and curtained railing to separate the public from direct
contact.

TJ was brought out and placed on his perch with me being right there
the entire time. Every so often he would look like he wanted to fly off
and at those times, I would lift him up and hold him for awhile. After 5
-10 minutes, he would get heavy and I would go towards the perch and
he would jump and settle in. In fact, he was so at ease, he would pick
up and tuck under one leg and even preen. (Straighten out his feathers
with his beak.) Now this behavior is the sure sign of a well relaxed
bird. Any more comfortable, and he would be asleep.

Mike and TJ at Erie

Several weeks ago, we did a program for the folks at the Erie Audubon

Society. The program was held at the Tom Ridge Environmental Center and was set up in a large

classroom. Before I could even get set up we were moved to the auditorium. That too filled to capacity

and they even filled the stairways with standing room. In fact, unfortunately, there were over 200

people turned away because we didn't have the space. TJ v
cameras and many fl ash cameras, there wasn’t a bad moment.
more geared towards the dedicated birders but had to be more general due to the type of crowd. TJ has

proven to be a big draw and hopefully we can continue to promote Audubon and the environmental

movement.

So, we are there as far as presentations are concerned.

A great note: Some of the broken and injured wing feathers are staying in this time and they may just
come out in good condition. This is the normal time of the year for the molting process to begin.

Hopefully the summer will bring new feathers and with some training and conditioning some limited
flight. We wi | | work on that and this fall, [ give you

I do hope you have enjoyed these reports and have a little more insight into the rearing and handling of

a live Bald Eagle. ] )
Michael W. Kuriga

Eagle Education Permit MB191040

® °
NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL BANDING UPDATE

In mid March after the passage of a rain front followed by clear skies and light wind I tried
some spring Saw-whet Owl banding. Spring migration of Saw-whets is typically more spo-
radic with fewer owls moving through. Between 3/16 and 3/18 I caught a total of 5 Saw-

whet Owls.

One that I caught on March 17 was a banded bird. Although it was not a leprechaun it was
about the same size. The banding lab report stated that this owl had been banded at
Wrightsville in York Co., PA in October of 2006.

Wayne Laubscher



BIRD OBSERVATIONS

We're right in the middle of Spring migration, and it's been a very interesting year so far.

Just prior to the beginning of spring migration, on the last weekend of February, Dave Ferry had ten
Common Goldeneye, ten Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Mallard, and Ring-billed Gull on the
Susquehanna River in Williamsport. A Peregrine Falcon was also seen on the Genetti Hotel. Also seen
were Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, and 120+ Wild Turkey at White Pine. In Cogan House Twp,
across from Rt 184, the Common Raven's normally seen there were absent.

On March 2", Dave had Turkey Vulture, Eastern Bluebird, Northern Cardinal, Tufted Titmouse, Black-
capped Chickadees all in full song. On March 3™, in Old Lycoming Twp, Dave had American Woodcock
peenting. I had my first Fish Crow in Muncy the same day. Rosemary Lunz, in Warrensville had Northern
Cardinal singing, along with House Finch, Mourning Dove, and Downy Woodpecker. Also observed were
Tufted Titmouse, Dark-eyed Junco, Black-capped Chickadee, and House Sparrow in a bluebird box. Skip
Heller had a estimated 5,000,000 European Starlings, now that's a skyfull!

On Sunday March 7', Joe Yoder and Meredith Lombard, while hawk-watching on White-Deer Ridge, had
six Golden Eagles (4 sub-adult, 2 adult), dark Rough-legged Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, eight Red-
tailed Hawk, 35 Turkey Vultures, five Common Ravens, and 75 Ring-billed Guills.

On the Susquehanna River, an adult Golden Eagle, eight Common Goldeneye, nine Bufflehead, Ring-
necked Duck, eight Common Merganser, two Mallard, and Ring-billed Gull. At Wegman's, American Crows
mobbing a Cooper's Hawk, which then flew off after some Rock Pigeons.

Norwood Frederick, of Ralston, saw a Peregrine Falcon on the Genetti on March 8th.

On March 10th, Ed and Tink Reish reported Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles at their feeding
station, along with a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers at the suet.

From Larry Waltz, in Old Lycoming Twp., on March 11, the following: House Finch, Brown Creeper, two
Red-tailed Hawks, two Sharp-shinned Hawks, four American Kestrel, four Red-winged Blackbirds, 20
Common Grackles, ten American Robins, two Tufted Titmouse, four American Goldfinch, four Downy
Woodpeckers, Carolina Wren, Northern Mockingbird, pair of Northern Cardinal, four Mourning Dove, and
a Red-bellied Woodpecker.

At Rose Valley Lake , on March 14", an outstanding four Bald Eagles were seen by Judy and Steve
Pinkerton.

On March 16™, also at Rose Valley, two bats (in the afternoon), two Wood Ducks, ten Bufflehead, 230
Canada Geese, two Snow Geese, 13 Ring-billed Gulls, 15 Common Merganser, four Hooded Merganser,
and Song Sparrows, were seen by Dave Ferry.

Joe Yoder, on March 21, at White Deer Ridge, had two Golden Eagles (1 subadult, 1 unaged), one 4th-
year Bald Eagle, 13 Re-tailed Hawks, two Red-shouldered Hawks, two Northern Harrier, eight Sharp-
shinned Hawks, two Cooper's Hawks, two American Kestrel, 23 Turkey Vultures, six Black Vultures (seen
almost everytime out), and two distant unidentified Buteos. Also, five Common Ravens, nine Ring-billed
Gulls, were seen along with 12 Morning Cloak Butterflies.

On March 21st, LAS took a field trip to Montour Preserve. It was a warm, mostly sunny afternoon in
Montour County. Only 3 participants were present, but we had a good time regardless. Among the
species seen were: Canada Geese, a pair of Mute Swans, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead,
Common Merganser, Horned Grebe, Immature Bald Eagle, gull species, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Eastern
Phoebe, Carolina Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Northern Mockingbird, and Dark-eyed Junco. Thanks Laurie and
Fred for your participation!

On March 26™, at Dave Ferry's, Eastern Bluebird eggs in nest, the earliest date found on his property.
Northern Flicker's in large number's on the 21st, along with Eastern Phoebe and Brown Creeper in full
song. Back to Old Lycoming Twp., Larry Waltz had Fox Sparrows on March 27th.

Laurie Cressman, at Rose Valley Lake, on March 27", had two pair of Common Mergansers, a pair of
Bufflehead, a Great Blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird, American Kestrel, and Northern Flicker.

On April 1%, at the Montgomery cliff site, the nesting pair of Peregrine Falcon's were observed by Dan
and Marcia Brauning. The male brought in a Northern Flicker, still flapping, and the female flew out, but
didn't appear to come back with a meal. Neither bird was banded, and the female did not seem to be
incubating eggs.

5



In Old Lycoming, on April 2", Larry Waltz had Chipping Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, Eastern Phoebe,
Killdeer, American Robin, and Northern Flicker.

On April 37, in Bastress Twp., Alex Savakians had six male Purple Finch at his feeding station, the most
males he had ever seen together. And on April 4", his Tree Swallows returned and immediately chased
the House Sparrow out of the bluebird box.

Also on April 4™, on the Susquehanna River at Williamsport, 40 - plus or minus, Bonaparte's Gulls were
feeding, swallow-style, on hatching Stone Flies. Very interesting observation, Larry. This would seem to
be a case of opportunistic behavior, taking advantage of what is presented to them. Also seen by Larry
were Ring-billed Gulls, and Common Mergansers. At Dave Ferry's, in Old Lycoming Twp., on April 5%,
Eastern Bluebirds abandoned their first clutch of four eggs, and apparently rebuilt a new nest nearby.
Al so many Tree Swall ows seen. Our “Spring Sighting of
McKee Road. Dave Ferry's son Tiarnon, spotted as they were driving by, what he called out be a Black-
crowned Night-Heron. However, upon stopping and checking out the bird, it was determined to be a

The

YELLOW-crowned NIGHT-HERON!!! Thisismost-l i kel y a “First Lycoming County

Tiarnon, a great job of spotting!!! How wonderful to have young people with such a keen interest in the
outdoors and our flora and fauna.

From Powy's, Steve Pinkerton and Wayne Laubsher reported a Virginia Rail. And the Yellow-crowned
Night-Heron was relocated on April 11%, off McKee Road, Lycoming Creek. At the water company
property in Duboistown, Dave Ferry had Brown Creeper, Hermit Thrush, and Louisiana Waterthrush in
song. And back at his property in Old Lycoming Twp., Brown Thrasher, Field Sparrow, Tree Swallow, and
White-throated Sparrow.

The week of April 11*, Joe had Northern Flicker's "anting", but no Yellow-rumped Warbler's, and no
White-throated Sparows, the warbler having been seen before leaf-out last year.

Joe Yoder, at Canfield Island, on April 15, had Chipping Sparrow, and a Common Loon calling on the
Susquehanna River. Also, a large bat came within two feet of Joe's face. Six Common Merganser's, and
six Double-crested Cormorants were also on the river.

On April 17*, during our LAS SGL 252, field trip, led by Fred Stiner and Joe Yoder, 41 species were
counted, among them were: Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Pied-billed Grebe, Blue-headed Vireo, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Eastern Towhee, and White Throated-Sparrow. Thanks to our leaders
and the six other participants.

On April 18", good news from Fred Stiner at our Purple Martin house, a adult male appeared and
proceeded to dive-bomb an American Kestrel and give chase.

Some of my own observations from eastern Lycoming County, include: on March 17, thousands of
migrating Canada Geese, along with some Snow Geese. A pair of Wood Ducks in Shrewsberry Twp.,
along with a Ruffed Grouse , and Fox Sparrows in Wolf Twp., on March 27,

On March 30™, in Picture Rocks, 26 Fish Crows were moving north. My first Osprey observation in Picture
Rocks was on April 1%, —noApr i | !Foandl costinued to be seen through April 22", First Tree/
Northern Rough-winged Swallows on April 2", A male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in Wolf twp on April 4",
along with a first Blue-headed Vireo heard. White-throated Sparrows were heard/seen up to April 20",

On April 7t", Dave Hitesman watched a adult Bald Eagle on Muncy Creek, in Picture Rocks, then I saw it
the following day.

On April 10", T observed two bats flying at 1300hrs on Muncy Creek, feeding on hatching flies. Also, on
the same day, I observed interesting Pileated Woodpecker behavior for 30 minutes or so. This was
between two females, perched on a spruce trunk perhaps two feet off the ground; hitching around the
trunk of the tree for 10-15 minutes, then showing some billwaving/threat display, then continuing
around the trunk for another 10-15 minutes, followed by a brief display. They moved to another spruce
about 4-5 feet from the first, and continued, until flying off. Apparently, one of the females was
invading the other's territory, and trying to drive it off. The male was probably watching nearby, but I
did not see or hear him. The females were not vocal at all, either.

I observed my first Swallow-tailed Butterfly on April 14", in Wolf Twp. On April 15, I counted 105 Tree
Swallows near the Rt 220 bridge in Picture Rocks.

Another Bald Eagle in Picture Rocks, probably a 2-year bird, was seen on April 16™. And two Great
Horned Owls were calling late in the evening of 4/19.

What a wonder Spring migration is. Try to get out, and just look up, you never know what may be
happening overhead! Enjoy!!!

6 Wesley Egli
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Ki ds 06 K dHelping Nesting Birds

Spring is a wonderful time to observe birds nesting and raising their young, and
YOU can attract them to your yard by doing a few simple things to help them
out. Providing food and water near bushes or trees will make your yard a
regular stop for many bird species. This will give you a better chance to
observe their behavior up close. And, if you start now, you may even get to see
your regular bird visitors bringing their babies to your feeders and baths in a
few weeks!

Birds need a source of clean wag
fancy bird bath, you can make a very simple and
inexpensive one yourself. Put a flower pot upside down,
and put the plastic or ceramic tray that most people would &
normally put under that flower pot, on top of the flower pot. &
Presto! a simple bird bath that will be easy to clean and ‘
refill. About two inches of water is deep enough. If you
make the water in the bath deeper, consider putting some
flat stones in the middle, so smaller birds have a place to
perch as they bathe.

Birds need food. You can make a hanging bird feeder quickly and easily from a
one-gallon plastic milk jug. Clean the jug thoroughly with soap and water,
keeping its cap. Then have an adul t -Shirchgs vy
wide and 4-5 inches high in two opposite sides of the milk jug. Leave the
bottom half uncut so you have a place to put the food. If you have some steel
wool or sandpaper, you can smooth off the edges that you just cut. You may
also want to punch 4-6 small holes in the bottom of the jug with a screwdriver

to allow water to drain out, but be sure to make the holes

£ smaller than the type of bird food you plan to use in that
7 i feeder. Screw the cap back on to the jug, and fill the
! T K bottom with bird seed. Attach some twine to the handle,
( *.'!k‘.l and hang your bird feeder from a tree limb. The birds will
~o) like it and use it even more if it is near some bushes or
jeuT other cover where they can h and hid
CUT y perch and hide.
Make sure you clean your home-made bird bath and bird

S feeder regularly, to prevent mold or algae from taking
over. These simple, inexpensive food and water holders
will bring the birds right into YOUR yard!

Birdbath photo
Bird feeder graphic

This Kids’ Korner provided by Dr. Mary Morrison, Lycoming College.
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http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_b27aWDUlpeI/Rkx_qowkytI/AAAAAAAAACk/lmlLHl6y4As/s1600-h/Bird+Bath.jpg
http://kathrynestelle.blogspot.com/2007/05/how-to-make-birdbath.html
http://www.plantea.com/milk-jug.htm

