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UPCOMING EVENTS 

21 March 2010  — FIELD TRIP — 

SUNDAY  —   PPL Montour Preserve, 
Washingtonville, Spring Migration 
Watch - Meet at Montour Preserve 
Environmental Center parking area 
at 2:00 P.M. Dress for the 
weather; bring binoculars/

scopes.    

24 March 2010 - Meeting Program: 

“Ridgetop IBAs and Wind Turbines”  
with Kim Van Fleet, Important Bird Area 

Coordinator, Audubon Pennsylvania.   

17 April 2010  — FIELD TRIP  —  

SATURDAY  — State Game Lands 252, 

Allenwood - Spring Migration Watch - Meet at 
the maintenance building at 9:00 A.M.  

Directions: Route 15 south to 

intersection of Elimsport Road 
(Same intersection as Green Lawn 
Cemetery). TURN RIGHT onto 
State Route 2001 - Elimsport Road, 
proceed 5.3 miles to Alvira Road.  
TURN LEFT onto Alvira Road.  This 

is a macadam road that becomes dirt, 
proceed 2.3 miles to the maintenance 

building.  Dress for the weather and for 
walking throughout the lands. Bring 
binoculars/scopes.  [Alternate route:  Sulfur 
Springs Road, to Elimsport Road, turn left, 
and then right in about a half mile onto Alvira 

Road.] 

28 April 2010 - Meeting Program: 
“White Nose Syndrome' on Bat 

Populations in Pennsylvania” with Dr. 

Dee Ann Reeder, Assistant Professor of 
Biology, Bucknell University.  She will discuss 

Dan Alters 

I hope spring comes soon, and I‘ll bet a lot of 
you feel the same way.  It will be nice to get 
out and enjoy nature without the heavy coats 

and warm boots.  While we await the change 
of seasons, though, we have time to fix up 
those birdhouses we neglected in the fall, and 
maybe we‘ll need to make (or buy) one or 
two more to replace those birdhouses that 
just won‘t make it another year.  As the 
weather warms we also could think about 
putting some flowering plants around the 

house for butterflies and hummingbirds, or 
perhaps plants to attract and feed birds and 
other wildlife.  You can find native plant 

information on our own web site.  

Spring also brings opportunities for LAS 
members to help the chapter in a variety of 
ways.  There are workdays at Rider Park 
where LAS maintains a hummingbird and 
butterfly garden (check with Ron Beach) and 

monitoring and maintenance of bird boxes at 
Canfield Island and Rider Park (check with 
Fred Stiner), and maintenance of duck boxes 
and birdhouses at both the Haleeka and 
Powys wetland areas (no coordinator named 
yet).  If you would like to volunteer but aren‘t 
sure what you can do, please sign up at any 
of the membership meetings or write or email 

us and we‘ll get in touch with you when help 

is needed to check on your availability. 

Our May meeting is always a great time, 
starting with the traditional covered dish 
dinner, chapter elections and another 
interesting program.  Be sure to save the 
date – we will be meeting at the Little League 
dining hall but a week earlier than usual, May 
19, with the dinner starting at 6:00 and the 

program at 7:30.  Hope to see you all then! 

ñEVENTSò é.continued on page 2é... 
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ñEventsòé...continued from front pageé. 

her research in conjunction with the 

Pennsylvania Game Commission. 

8 MAY, 2010  —  SATURDAY ALL DAY 
EVENT  — Spring North American 

Migration Count; we are planning a BIG 
DAY, which means we will go out as a team 

for as long as we are able, up to 24 hours, 
to count ALL birds heard and/or observer 

during the period.  Coordinator: Wes Egli. 

For details of regarding the FIELD TRIPS  

contact Wes Egli or phone 584-3107 

19 May 2010  -  ANNUAL TUREEN 

DINNER.  Membership meeting and 

Elections.  6:00pm at the LLComplex   

NOTE:  This meeting is a week earlier 

than normal. 

"The Recovery of Endangered Birds 
in Pennsylvania”   Doug Gross, Wildlife 

Biologist, Endangered Bird Specialist and PA 
eBird Coordinator.  He will discuss 
endangered and threatened species in 
Pennsylvania, with special emphasis on the 

Bald Eagle. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 2009 Banding Update 

The Saw-whet Owl banding season at my farm in Swissdale officially started 
October 19 after waiting out several nights of poor weather and a week of a 

bright full moon.   

A total of 20 Saw-whet Owls were caught through November 17.  The 
number of owls caught here during this period was significantly higher than 

the previous three years, that being about 33% more than the last several 
autumns.  However, it was regarded by most of the other banding stations 

in the U.S. and Canada as an off year for Saw-whet Owls. 

This season I did not catch any previously banded owls.   However, the very 
first owl that I caught on October 19 was caught six nights later near 
Hidden Valley, PA, which is southeast of here.  Interestingly, it was 
personally caught by my friend Scott Weidensaul.  Scott runs three banding 
stations and bands very large numbers of owls each year.  I knew it was 

probably just a matter of time until one of my owls ended up being caught at one of his sites, 
but with all the people that he has helping him, it was rather remarkable that he himself 

handled it. 

Of the total, 60% were hatch year (2009) owls.   80% percent were females, 10% were males, 

and 10% were of an unknown sex.  This data reflects typical results for 
migrating Saw-whet 

Owls. 

Wayne Laubscher 
Photo: www.owl-pictures.com/northern_saw_whet_owl.html 

Nominating Committee 

Report 

 

Each year an election is held to fill two 
executive positions of Lycoming Audubon 
Society.  This year the positions of Vice-
president and Treasurer are up for 
election for a two-year term.   The 
incumbents are Dave Ferry, our Vice-
president, and Dave Shollenberger, our 

Treasurer.  At the Board of Directors 
meeting in January Fred Stiner and Mike 
Kuriga volunteered to serve as our 2010 
nominating committee, and were 
accepted by the Board.  They have 
nominated Larry Waltz as Vice-president 
and Dave Shollenberger as Treasurer, 

and both nominees have accepted their 
nomination.  At both the April and May 
general membership meetings there will 
be an opportunity for nominations from 
any LAS member for either position, and 
in May we hold an election for the two 
positions from among the nominations 

made. 

mailto:hillscreeker@yahoo.com
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Gardening for Birds:    Wild Columbine 
 

With the arrival of Daylight Saving Time and the promise of at 
least a few balmy afternoons in the coming weeks, we look 
forward with excitement to the return of spring migrants as well 

as the start of the growing season. One of our favorite bird 
species, of course, is the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, which 
typically first arrives in mid or late April across northern 
Pennsylvania. Even though many of us use hummingbird feeders, 
it is also good practice to provide high-quality natural food for 
hummers. Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis , is one of the 
earliest blooming native wildflowers that our tiny avian friends 
seek out. Its unique reddish-orange flowers, which each contain 

five tubes or spurs, are quite an attraction for us and provide the 
nectar that hummers need. May into early June is the primary 
bloom time in our region, though individual plants can bloom as 
early as April or as late as July. Wild Columbine, also commonly 
referred to as Red Columbine or Canada Columbine, is in the 
Buttercup Family and is not a tall plant, typically reaching heights 
of one to two feet. It is very easy to grow from seed, and thrives 

best on well-drained and partially shaded soil, though it can do 
fine in full sunlight. The bluish-green, compound leaves persist all 

summer. 

If you know anyone who has Wild Columbine plants, why not ask if you can collect seeds to 
plant this spring? According to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, seeds develop about 
two weeks after flowers appear. Seeds that are planted before the growing season starts should 
flower during the second year. Seedlings can be purchased at most nurseries that specialize in 
native plants. The Columbia County Conservation District has a native plant sale every spring, 

and Wild Columbine is one of the plants featured this year. Learn more.   

By the way, Columbine flowers with colors other  than  reddish-orange are likely to be from 

species native to Europe. Get the garden tools ready; it won‘t be long now! 

WELCOME! To our NEW MEMBERS !! 

Betty Anderson 

Penny Barto 
Marcella Bastian 
Edie Coleman 
Galen L. Donmoyer 

Paul Dapp 
Lucille Devore 
Michael Dinkler 
David F. Dreese 

James Dunn  
Nancy Feerrar 
Carol Fishel 
Benerval Grimes  

Carl Hillyard 

Rochelle Hurlbutt 
Susan Krejci  
Justina Laird 
Mary Lee Laird 

Ronald E. McKibben 
Beulah Meyer 
L. Reiner 
Samuel Rockey 

Herbert O. Stratton 
Roni Stiger  
Joyce Wilking 

TRANSFER:  Mark Smith 

Clipart from: http://chestofbooks.com/flora-plants/flowers/Wild/Wild-Columbine-

Aquilegia-Canadensis-Crowfoot-Family.html 

Jim Green 

The Genetti Peregrines….. 

A peregrine falcon has been seen and 
reported only a few times so far this year, 
sitting on the Genetti Hotel….at either the 
southwest or southeast corner of the 

building.  Keep your eyes open and let us 
know what you see and 

when.  

Report it to Dave Ferry.   

http://www.columbiaccd.org/
http://chestofbooks.com/flora-plants/flowers/Wild/Wild-Columbine-Aquilegia-Canadensis-Crowfoot-Family.html
http://chestofbooks.com/flora-plants/flowers/Wild/Wild-Columbine-Aquilegia-Canadensis-Crowfoot-Family.html
mailto:lycohawk@aol.com?subject=Peregrines%20at%20Genetti


 

4 

The Development of “TJ” -  an Education Bald Eagle  

By Michael Kuriga 

Editorôs note: This is the third report about TJ and Mike and their programs. 

Late in December we took a ride to visit with the 
veterinarian to do a full exam and shoot some x-rays of 

the left wing.  The other raptor in my possession is a 
Finnish male Goshawk and he had been acting a bit 
strange and I was suspecting some sort of parasite like 
coccidiosis. Since I was taking the Goshawk, I figured it 

was a good time to take the Eagle as well.   

Little varmints such as round worms, hook worms, etc., 
are normally found in almost all birds of prey.  With poor 
diets, physical trauma or stressful situations, these 

parasites can take over the birds system and be very 
debilitating to the point that they can cause death.  
Typically, I will treat all my birds twice a year for 
infestations if they show signs of such or not.  So, I had 

them both tested for any and all possible parasites. 

As it turned out, my goshawk did have a bad case of 
cappillaria, but not much was showing up in TJ.  
However, after three days of treatment, TJ started to 

pass some fully developed round worms.  I retreated for 
them, and two weeks later there were no more to be found.  Fortunately, the worms had not affected his 
mood or temperament and he responded with no effects of the treatment.  The goshawk also improved 
greatly with his treatment and is back to normal. 

The taking of the x-rays was quite an adventure.  First of all, imagine you are sitting in the waiting room 
of your vet with little Fluffy in your lap and along comes this guy with a very large and threatening 
looking bird and sits down beside you!  And ―Fluffy‖ (be it a small dog or cat) could be a possible lunch 
for such a bird.  I did cause a bit of a stir for a few minutes before they let me wait in an exam room. 

Now, imagine how you have to position a broken arm, leg or whatever in order to take a good x-ray.  I 
needed TJ to be on his back with the left wing extended and kept very still.  Yeah, right!  It did take 
several shots to get a great picture, which we finally managed. 

Turns out, there is a small separation of the ulna and the carpal joint.  Thus the reason for TJ remaining 
in captivity.  He will never sustain flight.  Surgery would only cause scarring and possibly create more 
harm than help.  There is a lot of pressure placed on that joint and it would most likely never heal 
properly if operated on.  With the work we are doing with him jumping to my fist and flying about in his 
weathering area, he is actually compensating for the injury.  He is holding his wing higher, and there are 

days, even I don‘t detect much difference in wing position 
compared to the good one.  

TJ is weighing in these days at a little over 9 lbs.  I am 

going to reduce his intake a little to get him between 8 ½ 
and right at 9.  

Programs:  I presented a program to the folks at Mercy 
Ridge in Cockeysville, Maryland last month.  My Mother 

lives at this retirement facility and there were close to 150 
in attendance.  At the end of the program, there was this 
little old lady, obviously hanging back to talk to me.  She 
says, ―I believe, I know you.‖  It took me a minute and I 

answered, ―Mary M…..‖!  She was one of my high school 
teachers!  There were over 4000 students in my high 
school back in 1969 but she remembered me.  It made my 
day!!   

TJ, about 10 months old,  showing his 
wing spread at the LAS meeting on 

February 24, 1010. 

Michael W. Kuriga 
Eagle Education Permit MB191040 
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Join the E-newsletter Campaign! 

Lycoming Audubon Society, along with Audubon Pennsylvania and National Audubon, promote 
conservation of natural resources. Although we have an abundance of forests and woodlots in 
our region, we as conservationists must recognize the staggering amount of paper products this 
country uses every year and the impacts of harvesting the trees needed to produce all that 
paper has on habitat. Nearly 100,000,000 tons of paper and paper products are used each year 
in the U.S. (per the Paper Industry Association Council), which is over 300 pounds for every 

American! 

What can we do to reduce our paper usage? Lycoming Audubon Society (LAS) now has an 
opportunity for you to make a small difference. Our newsletter, published six times a year, has 

been posted on our LAS website for years. Those of us who have both a computer and Internet 
connection no longer need paper copies of the newsletter, do we? We can view each newsletter 
in color without the expense and time of LAS preparing and mailing it. By doing so, we support 
conservation of natural resources and also allow LAS to save a little money in mailing and 
printing costs. All you need to do is to send a quick e-mail message to me with the subject of 
‗LAS E-newsletter‘. Tell us your full name and mailing address as well as your e-mail address. 
When each newsletter edition is available, you will then receive an e-message telling you that 

the latest version of the newsletter is ready to be viewed from the link provided. 

Thank you for supporting our E-newsletter campaign! Jim Green 

Keeping up with the Migration…… 

I find that I do a lot of my ―birding‖ by reading my email in-box.  I learned when the first 
grackles arrived back in Pennsylvania (one of the first signs of migration), about eagle and 
peregrine sightings around the state, the ―unusual‖ birds that are eating suet this winter, the 
progression of ducks, gulls and other water fowl returning northward along the waterways, and 

much, much more!  How?.... I am subscribed to the PA Birds listserv — and it‘s free!.  All day 

long, I receive messages from other birders around the state, telling me of their recent and 

exciting bird finds!  (You can set it to send messages only once a day….called ‖Digest‖ mode).   

“PABIRDS” is the email discussion list that serves as a forum for birders to discuss all aspects 
of birdlife in Pennsylvania. This includes rare birds, bird finding, bird identification, bird 

behavior, backyard birding, trip reports, bird counts, and bird club information. 

The main limitations are that the topics for discussion must be about wild birds and 
geographically limited to Pennsylvania. On occasion and with permission of the list owner, 

birders can post notes and sightings from neighboring states.  

To subscribe to this discussion list, send an email message to: LISTSERV@LIST.AUDUBON.ORG 
with only the following text as your message (the message topic or subject does not matter nor 

do capital/lower case letters): 

SUBSCRIBE PABIRDS YOURFIRSTNAME YOURLASTNAME 

Your email address, from which you sent this message, will then be placed on the 
PABIRDS subscription list. Any message sent to the following list address: 

PABIRDS@LIST.AUDUBON.ORG is sent to all subscribers of this list. 

For more information, and detailed instructions. 

It‘s a wonderful way to learn!! 

Joan Knight 

http://www.lycoming.org/audubon/newsletters.htm
mailto:quiscalusquis@excite.com?subject=LAS%20E-newsletter
mailto:LISTSERV@LIST.AUDUBON.ORG
mailto:PABIRDS@LIST.AUDUBON.ORG
http://www.pabirds.org/PA_BIRDS_Listserve.htm#listserv
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As I sit here in the Hughesville Library, I must give credit to the world-famous weather 
prognosticator, Punxsutawney Phil, for hitting his forecast right on. Old-man Winter seems as 
though he just wants to hang on and not let go. My feeling is that we may see an early 

Summer, but I'll have to e-mail Phil, to get his thoughts.  

On to our brief bird/wildlife sightings from January 11th through today's date of February 25th. 
On the 11th of January, I saw a pair of Common Ravens in Picture Rocks. Then the following 

day, on my walk around town, I got a great look at a Mink on Muncy Creek, diving in and out of 
the partially frozen water, on and off of the ice. He did not see me for 10-15 minutes. On the 
16th of January, I heard a Carolina Wren calling in Picture Rocks, the first one heard since 

October 20th.  

Pine Siskins, the first reported, were in the Pennsdale area, around the middle of January. From 
Dave Ferry, on the 17th of January, a report of five Northern Harriers and three Short-eared 
Owls near Mill Hill Road and Daugherty's Run Road, along with a dark-morphed Rough-legged 

Hawk along Paulhamus Hill Road.  [These roads are in Lycoming Township.]  

One of a few sightings of American Robin was in Picture Rocks on January 19th, and again on 
the 20th, in Muncy Creek. In Picture Rocks four Common Mergansers were seen. I also caught 
a glimpse, driving south on Rt.220, in the Pennsdale area, of a dark-phased Rough Legged 

Hawk.  

On the 4th of February, while Ron Beach, Fred Stiner, and myself were conducting a Winter 
Raptor Survey in eastern Lycoming Co., we saw two Killdeer in a farm field in Moreland Twp. 

Possible early Spring migrants.  

At Little Pine State Park, on Valentine's Day, Dave Ferry, his family and some friends observed 
Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, 30+ Cedar Waxwings, American Robin, Northern Flicker, plus a very 

"tame" behaving Pileated Woodpecker.  The woodpecker returned at least five times to gorge 
on fruit, all the time while Dave's family and friends were playing football within 20 feet of the 

tree.  

On the 15th of February, in Limestone Twp., Ray Kozen observed ten Black Vultures near the 
intersection of Routes 44 & 880. Back to Picture Rocks, on the evening of February 19th, a 
Great Horned Owl was calling. American Robins and Eastern Bluebirds (checking cavities) were 

in Picture Rocks on the 22nd and 23rd.  

Be sure to get out, check the skies, the waterways, the fields, and the parks, as bird activity is 

increasing with the prolonged daylight hours.  

Hope to see you on the next LAS 

field trip.   
Wesley Egli 

LAS Field Trip Chair 

Email or Phone: 584-3107 

More “birding” from your desk…….via computer: 

 

Peregrine Cam:  on the Rachel Carson Building in Harrisburg:  
 

Not yet operational for this year, (as this newsletter goes to press):  Hawk Cam 

on Franklin Institute in Philadelphia  

Falcon cams in Pittsburgh on the Cathedral of Learning and Gulf Tower. 

mailto:hillscreeker@yahoo.com
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/falcon/default.htm
http://www2.fi.edu/hawknest.php
http://www2.fi.edu/hawknest.php
http://www.aviary.org/cons/falconcam_cl.php
http://www.aviary.org/cons/falconcam_gt.php
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Kidsõ Korner:   Whatõs in a Nest?   

This is a great time of the year to look for bird nests.  With 
the leaves off of the trees, finding nests is easier than at 
any other time of year.  Keep your eyes open around your 

house and school.  Where can you find bird nests?  Don‘t 
disturb any nests you find, because some species of birds 
will re-use old nests.  You may find some nests in the 
crotches of tree branches, some way out on limbs, some 
hanging down from limbs, and some hidden away inside 
holes in trees.  Some types of birds simply put their eggs on 
the ground, while others use a thin layer of gravel to lift 
their eggs off the ground, to prevent them from being 

buried by sand or mud.  Have a look around now, while it‘s easy to find the nests, and 

then watch as spring arrives, to see what types of nests get re-used. 

What goes into a nest?  Many bird species use twigs and feathers to build their nests.  
Swallows use mud to make their nests along cliffs or under building or bridge 
overhangs.  Swifts hold their nests together with their own saliva—spit!  
Hummingbirds and vireos hold their nests together with caterpillar silk.  Many types 
of birds use plant fibers to hold their nests together; plant fibers are waterproof and 
stronger than steel for their weight!  Many types of birds use lichens or spider webs in 
building their nests; these are strong, provide camouflage to hide the nest from 

predators, and also shed water easily to keep the nest dry.  Chipping sparrows, one of 
the first species of sparrows to return to our Pennsylvania woods each spring, used to 

be called ―hair birds‖ because of their 
habit of using horse hair to build their 
nests.  Now that horses are less common, 
the chipping sparrows have to find other 
sources of fibers for their nests—like your 

dog‘s fur, if you leave it outside. 

Some types of birds include fresh green 
leaves in their nests, to help with 

sanitation.  These leaves may contain 
natural pesticides to discourage insect 
pests and parasites from setting up house 
in the nest.  They have been proven to 
keep away lice, bacteria, fleas, and fungi.  
Other birds use cedar bark for the same 
purpose.  Nuthatches even smear pine tar 
and ants around their nest holes in trees, 

to keep pests away.  When a nest gets too 
infested with insect pests, birds will 
abandon it and choose another nest site 

for the next year. 

This Kids’ Korner provided by Dr. Mary Morrison, Lycoming College.  


