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UPCOMING event

LAS Annual Summer
PICNIC

July 28, 2010 0 6:00pm
Rider Park, Warrensville

This is our annual FAMILY picnic o children

are invited!!

Everyone bringsa  Dish to Share
tableware and utensils.

, your own

Drinks will be provided.
Directions to Rider Park:

Proceed North on Warrensville (SR 2039) from Rt. 220/I -180,
Aicrossing overo Route 973 at
Pleasant Valley Road. Go approximately 1 mile, and turn right
onto Caleb Creek Road (dirt road). Follow this 1.7 miles until
you come to a gate and parking area.

A da s dasdd s s s
Purple Martin House Report

The flock of Purple Martins at the County Ag
Offices at Lysock grew larger this year. At
least eight birds (possibly eleven birds) over a
year old have been counted. There is one
fully adult (mature) male.

Four nests have contained eggs, although

some did not hatch. At present there is a

nest with three young, which are 15 days old.
Two nests contain eggs
hatching. Hopefully, some of these eggs will
hatch.

The martins can be easily observed from the
parking lot in front of the building. A full
report will be given at the end of the nesting
season.

Fred Stiner

Chickadee
Chatter

July d August 2010

A Message from the

| hope everyone is having an enjoyable
summer. With the full sun and scorching
temperature today as | write this short
note, there is no doubt summer is here,
and outside chores will have to wait for
some cooler days.

Our summer family picnic is only a couple

of weeks away, and | 6m
our usual evening of great food and

fellowship, with an update on the latest

sightings and interesting stories. Ron

Beach tells me that Rider Park is in great

shape; the trails are well  -groomed and the

Wa'r 1 e n s vhutterfly anchiunsmingbirdugarden shoudd

be beautiful. | hope to see you and your
family there!

| need your help. Your Board of
Directors is going through a transition, with
some chairpersons leaving for one reason
or another. Right now we have three
vacancies, with the Membership, Programs,
and Conservation chairs available.
Although each of these positions is
important, none require more than a few
hours work each month. If you are a
seasoned birder or someone brand new to
Audubon, one of these volunteer tasks

t h a tMightjust bewhat yqu gan dato help your

local chapter. Please take a minute to give
this some serious thought, and then pick up
the phone and give me a call to volunteer

(or talk to me at the picnic). | can be

reached at 570 -244 -8671 most of the time.

Dan Alters

Pr



Gardening for Birds: Eastern Redcedar

The start of the growing season (the months of March, April and
May) this year was one of the warmest spring seasons on record in
central Pennsylvania, and the summer of 2010 began with a hot
June. The higher that both air and soil temperatures are, the faster
water evaporates from the ground and from plants. In fact, many
shrubs, trees and wildflowers become stressed after a week or two
of minimal rainfall in hot weather.

One native tree that is exceptionally resilient in dry, hot weather is
Eastern Redcedar, Juniperus virginiana . In spite of its common
‘cedar' name, this long  -lived species is a Juniper and the only
Juniper native to the eastern states. It is coniferous, grows best in
full sunlight and typically reaches a height of 30 to 50 feet and a
width of 15 to 25 feet. Redcedar's needles are blue -green when the
tree is young and become a darker green as it matures. Its
branches tend to point upwards and especially in younger trees, its
shape is pyramidal. Unlike most trees, it thrives on dry and even
rocky or impoverished soil but will also grow well on average to
moist, well -drained ground.

As it matures, its thick foliage serves as good nesting sites for Cedar Waxwings, Chipping
Sparrows, Brown Thrashers and other species (Kress, 2006) and as roosting sites for some
owls. Redcedars are dioecious, which means that both male and female plants must be
relatively close together in order for the females to flower and produce fruit.

The blue, waxy fruit are actually cones, but are berry -like in
appearance, as you can see from the picture to the right,

from the USDA Forest Service. Catbirds, Mockingbirds, Cedar
Waxwings and many other species savor the fruit, as do a

variety of mammals.

Redcedars have a moderate growth rate and individual trees
can be planted four to six feet apart to make a hedge. If you
or a neighbor have apple trees, you should be aware that
these Junipers serve as hosts for a fungus disease known as
'‘Cedar -apple Rust'. This disease manifests itself as a gall(s)
on the Redcedar and yellow  -orange spots on the leaves of apple trees . Apples will often

become tarnished on affected apple trees, and certain other fruit -bearing deciduous trees are
also susceptible to Cedar -apple Rust, which causes little or no damage to Redcedars.

These Junipers are naturally more common in southern and eastern Pennsylvania than in north -
central Pennsylvania. | have seen them on highway medians, golf courses, and in abandoned

fields. Wood from Redcedars is good for fenceposts and chests. Long ago, most pencils made in

the U.S. were made from Redcedars. You can find Juniperus virginiana  at some nurseries that
don't specialize in native plants. For example, Fox Hill Gardens in State College sells them, as

do most native plant nurseries. You can also order this species to be shipped to your home via

Musser Forests, Inc., which is located in Indiana, PA. In order to maximize your odds of having

both male and female plants, you should have at least five. Happy gardening and be sure to

keep any new plantings watered well during dry periods this summer!

References:

Kress, S. (2006): The Audubon Society Guide to Attracting Birds, 2nd Ed., Cornell University Press

Ladybird Johnson Wildflower center
University of Connecticut Plant Database

USDA Forest Service Jim Green

Newsl etter also available fAelectronicallyo


http://www.wildflower.org
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/Plants/j/junvir/junvir1.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/tree/junvir/all.html

Local Peregrine Falcon Banding 2010

The 2010 season was a relatively good one for our local Peregrine Falcons. The two sites, one
in Lycoming County, and one in Clinton County, produced a total of five chicks. Officials of the
PA Game Commission successfully banded falcons at both sites in late May.

On May 25 ™, four chicks were banded by Dan Brauning and
Mario Giazzon at the McElhatten, Clinton Co., location on the
Susquehanna River. This was accomplished with the gracious
help of PennDOT, which scheduled a bridge inspection crane
at the site to coincide with the banding by the PA Game
Commission. This equipment was essential in order to
access the nest area. PennDOT and their crane crew deserve
our thanks and appreciation for their help.

The McElhatten site has been active since at least 2008.

The banding at the Montgomery cliff site in Lycoming Co. was
done on May 28 ™. One chick was banded by Cal

Butchowski, assisted by Dan and Mario. This site along the McElhatten Chick 8 May 25, 2010
Susquehanna River has been active since 2003.

There are issues of traffic hazards and other
disturbances to the falcons at the McElhatten
river bridge site just south of Rt. 150. For these
reasons, it is asked that motorists, boaters, and
others travel with care across and under the
bridge area and look out for possible falcon
activity over, on, and close to the bridge. ltis
hoped that accidents with vehicles and other
possible problems can be avoided. To date,
there does not appear to have been any incidents
this year.

With luck our local Peregrine Falcons,
magnificent and impressive raptors that they are,
can be observed and enjoyed by us for years to
come.

A N A PR et IR Lo ‘- .. i l“.. ‘ :"\l \
McElhatten juvenile & photo taken July 1, 2010
Wayne Laubscher

Wildlife Courier Project

The Lycoming Audubon Society Board has been exploring the possibility of
.rr‘ g — providing a transport service for local injured, sick, and orphaned wildlife to
a licensed rehabilitator. With the retirement of Ed and Tink Reish as
rehabbers in Lycoming County, there are currently no local rehabilitation
services for wildlife in our immediate area. As a result, people often do not
know what to do with an animal in need and the Game Commission may not
be in a position to intercede, given their staffing constraints. Wildlife that
might otherwise survive, dies for lack of available care.

The closest rehabilitator (who is licensed to deal with all species, including raptors) is in Centre
County near Port Matilda. Robyn Graboski, of Centre Wildlife Care , is anxious to work with

Continued on page

Email us at: LycomingAudubon@aol.com



An Insect Pest: Viburnum Leaf Beetle

Those of you who have Viburnum shrubs or trees need to be aware of a destructive insect pest
that defoliates certain species of Viburnums. The Viburnum Leaf Beetle (VLB) was inadvertently
introduced to the United States and has been spreading through the Northeast, including
Pennsylvania.

Both the VLB larvae and the adults feed on
Viburnums. The larvae emerge from eggs laid the
previous summer as temperatures rise in the

spring, typically in April in our region. Initially, the
larvae are tiny and greenish -white, which makes
them hard to spot. As they feed on Viburnum

leaves, they grow to about one -half inch in length
and turn a yellowish  -brown, as seen in the picture
to the right.

When there are many of them, as there often are,
they will defoliate plants. In fact, it's usually the
holes in leaves that first tell of their presence. By
early June, the larvae enter the soil to begin a short
pupae stage.

By late June or early July, the adults
emerge from the ground to resume
feeding on Viburnum leaves.
Unfortunately, the adults live for
many months, up until heavy frost
and cold weather arrive in the
autumn. Adults, as seen to the left,
are a light brown and smaller than
the mature larvae, so they are easy
to overlook and are quick to drop to
the ground or fly away when you do
find them.

Certain Viburnum species are more susceptible than others. Arrowwoods (Viburnum dentatum)
which produce berries that are savored by many birds are one of the VLB's favorite plants.
Cranberrybush Viburnums are also very susceptible to VLB damage. Blackhaw, Hobblebush,

and Nannyberry are native Viburnums that tend to suffer much less damage then the highly

susceptible species. Even some exotic (non -native) Viburnum species are susceptible.

After planting a few Viburnum species in my yard in 2008, | became aware of VLBs early last
year after noticing extensive defoliation on my Arrowwoods. This spring, | believe the cold spell
we had in the first half of May helped to kill some of the larvae, but | have noticed adults
munching away on my Arrowwoods as of late June. So far, | have observed little damage on
my Cranberrybush and no damage on my Nannyberries ( Viburnum lentago ).

There is a wealth of information about VLBs at Cornell University's Citizen Science website . The
pictures and most of the information in this article are referenced from Cornell's site. If you

have Viburnums, you definitely should review Cornell's site to learn all you can about this alien

pest.

Jm Green


http://www.hort.cornell.edu/vlb/index.html

Bird Observations

the breeders are active and feeding young!

On April 30 ", Anne Harris Katz reported her first Ruby -throated Hummingbird, a male, in

Fairfield Twp. Also on April 30, Gary Metzger reported his first Ruby -throat in Upper Fairfield
Twp.

On May 1 %, from his property in Old Lycoming, Dave Ferry had many Yellow -rumped Warblers,

along with Black -and -white Warblers, and Ruby  -crowned Kinglets. From Fred Stiner on May 1 st

at our Purple Martin house, two females were seen; at Mill Street, Fred had American Redstart,

Scarlet Tanager, Yellow Warbler, Gray Catbird, Rose -breasted Grosbeak, and Wood Thrush.
Lloyd Forcey had his first hummingbird in Salladasburg. Steve Pinkerton reports a male Purple
Martin at the LAS martin house site, along with White -crowned Sparrows.

Fred reports Chimney Swifts in Williamsport on May 3rd. On May 4th, Dave Ferry reported

Killdeer with young at Williamsport High School. Now would these be considered "Millionaires"

or "Killdeerionaires"? At his home in Old Lycoming, Dave had Prairie Warblers and White -
crowned Sparrows.

Back to May 3 "d at Mill Street, Joe Yoder reported 12 Yellow Warblers, American Redstart,

Wood Thrush, Gray Catbird, Rose  -breasted Grosbeak, Killdeer, Baltimore Oriole, Northern

Rough -winged Swallow, Green Heron, Common Yellowthroat. At Canfield Island, on May 4 th Joe
had Solitary Sandpiper, White -crowned Sparrow, Wood Thrush and Gray Catbird. At Buchanan
Meadows, on May 5 th Larry Waltz observed Wood Thrush, Orchard Oriole pair, Baltimore Oriole

pair, House Wren, and Ovenbird. Manny Barrera reports from Mill Street on May 5 ' Baltimore
Oriole and Great Crested Flycatcher.

From Riverfront Park/Canfield Island, Luke Wyland and Larry Waltz on May 6th had an

immature Bald Eagle, American and Fish Crows, Red -bellied Woodpecker, Tree and Northern
Rough -winged Swallows, Scarlet Tanager, Cedar Waxwing, Great Crested Flycatcher, Common
Yellowthroat, and Yellow Warbler. On May 6 ™ Tiarnan and Dave Ferry, near Lycoming Creek
had Yellow -billed Cuckoo, American Redstart, Gray Catbird, and a Snapping Turtle.

At Powy's wetland, on May 5 ™ Dave Ferry and Steve Radocaj called in a Virginia Rail. Also
sighted were a Osprey and three Turkey Vulture's who deposited part of their waste onto Dave
- hope your mouth wasn't open Dave!

A possible first Lycoming County sighting occurred on May 6 ™ on some small islands on the
Susquehanna River, between Haywoods -on-the -Water and Susquehanna State Park. Nate

Fronk reported seeing five Willets. Great sighting Nate!

Our North American Migration Count/Big Day was held on May 8 ™ with 102 species counted on
a windy, stormy day in Lycoming County. Thanks to Dave, Nate, Fred and Joe for their

commitment to this count! At Mill Street on May 15 ™ Joe Yoder counted eight Common
Nighthawks, then six more above Bald Eagle Ridge, along with White -crowned Sparrows, Wood
Thrush, and American Redstart, and Blackpoll Warblers. Dave reports also of Blackpoll Warblers

and Northern Parula on May 15th. Back to Mill Street on May 16 ™ Joe had two Willow

Flycatchers, and six American Crows mobbing a adult Bald Eagle. Also seen was an Osprey. At
Rider Park, Joe observed a large hive of honeybees on the bough of a White Pine in the parking
area.

Back to Canfield Island, Joe had Least Flycatcher, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird,
Blackpoll Warbler, Green Heron, and a Wood Duck female with eleven ducklings, and in Faxon,
two Blackpoll Warblers along Northway Road.

The week of May 9 ™, at Mill Street, Lucy Sallstrom -Barrera had Indigo Bunting and Great

Crested Flycatcher. Larry Waltz, at Canfield Island, on May 16 ™ observed two terns floating
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down river on a board (so glad to hear they were
Jim Green made several sightings of Common Nighthawk in Williamsport around May 19 ",
Dave Ferry reports of finding a Purple Martin colony in Antes Fort the weekend of May 14 th,

On Sulfur Springs Road, on May 23 @ Dave had Blackpoll Warbler, Black -throated Blue Warbler,
Blackburnian Warbler, Northern Parula, Black -throated Green Warbler, Hooded Warbler,

Ovenbird, Chestnut -sided Warbler, Canada Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, American Redstart,

Prairie Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Louisiana Waterthrush, Yellow Warbler, Eastern

Towhee, Least Flycatcher, Eastern Wood -Pewee, Great Crested Flycatcher, Scarlet Tanager,

and Wild Turkey.

Laurie Cressman reports from Rose Valley Lake on May 23 'Y Indigo Bunting, Baltimore Oriole,
Yellow Warbler, Eastern Kingbird, Song Sparrow, Eastern Wood -Pewee, Gray Catbird, Cedar
Waxwing, Common Yellowthroat, Great Crested Flycatcher, Wood Duck, Great Blue Heron,

Green Heron, Bobolink, Tree Swallow, and Red -winged Blackbird.

Four Peregrine Falcon chicks were banded from the McElhatten bridge site on May 25th. Good
work Wayne Laubscher!

Back to Rose Valley Lake on May 27 ™ Larry Waltz reports Red  -tailed hawk, Broad -winged
Hawk, Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, Yellow Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Ovenbird, Great

-crested Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, Baltimore Oriole, Field, Song and Chipping Sparrows, Dark -
eyed Junco, Northern Rough  -winged and Barn Swallows, Scarlet Tanager, American Goldfinch,

House Finch, Red -eyed Vireo, Eastern Towhee, Eastern Meadowlark, and Wild Turkey.

On June 2 ™ at the water company property, Fred Stiner reports a Kentucky Warbler, and two
Black Vultures with Turkey Vultures. At the Purple Martin site, three nests with eleven 11 total
eggs. On June 7th, Judy and Steve Pinkerton report from the martin site, a male banded
martin. Wonder where it was banded? Hope we can find out.

Luke Wyland and Larry Waltz report from the Pine Creek Trail in Waterville on June 15th, CIiff
Swallows!

Thanks to our observers, Happy Summer bird trails, and hope to make, and see you at the
Summer picnic!

Wesley Egli
\aadaadaadaadaadaad s adaadaad s daad s i s

Wildlife Courier Project ,  &ontinued from page 3.

volunteers from Lycoming Audubon Society to develop a service to transport wildlife from our
area to her facility. Some volunteers would need to be trained in "Capture and Transport" and

then certified.  The training/certification process takes only one day, plus an orientation with
Robyn at her facility. Other volunteers could serve as "Drivers/transporters” and would not
need specific training.

When the LAS Board initially explored taking on this project, we realized that membership
participation would be needed in order to sustain such an effort -- Board members could not

do the transport  without additional committed help. For Lycoming Audubon to move forward we
will need at least 10 to 15 participants to insure transport without overburdening anyone. Our
goal is to have enough people to rotate so that transport would be limited to once a month per
volunteer. If we can not get enough volunteers to sign on, we will have to abandon the

project. If you have an interest in volunteering for this worthwhile project, please contact Joan

Sattler by phone at 435  -5368 or by e -mail .

not


mailto:Wilyloon@verizon.net
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K @abieseBabies Everywhere!

By now you have noticed adult birds feeding young birds all around your neighborhood.
Iltés baby season in birdland!

Some baby birds are helpless when they are
and need constant care from their parents. These species are called altricial . Altricial
chicks are blind and naked when they hatch. Their parents have to keep them warm,

bring them food, and take their waste away from the nest. It usually takes a few days

for altricial chicks to grow soft downy baby feathers, and then several more weeks to

grow their adult feathers, and then even more time after that for them to learn to fly

this process is called  fledging . All passerine or perching birds have altricial young; these
include house sparrows, blue jays, and cardinals. Most of these species build their nests

up in trees or in cavities, providing the helpless young with some protection from

predators while they grow up.

hat

Some baby birds know how to walk and can leave the nest and feed themselves at once
after they hatch. These species are called precocial . (Did anyone ever call you
precocious ? It means being born already knowing how to do things!) They also have
their eyes open and feathers on their bodies already when they hatch. Precocial chicks
will follow their parents around for several weeks, learning how to find food and shelter
and avoid predator s, while their adul't
feathers. Ducks, chickens, and most shorebirds have precocial young. So do ground -
nesting birds like the ruffed grouse. If these chicks could not leave the nest soon after

hatching, they might become fAsitting ducksodo for
Watch the birds at your feeders or in your yard closely. Which types of baby birds are
able to feed themselves, and which need to be fed by their parents? What types of
behaviors do the young birds use to get the parents to feed them? Are these the same
for all types of birds, or are they different?
Look at the images below. Which show precocial species, and which are altricial?

www.telegraph.co.uk/

science/science -

news/5083799/Newborn Picture above from Google Images

chicks -can-count -at-least -up -

to-three -study -suggests.html

Photo courtesy of Tony Northup.
This Kidsd Korner provided by Dr Mar vy.
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