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I hope you are enjoying the summer and doing 
some great birding.  It will be bat counting season 
soon and the results will be especially important 
this year due to the decline seen in some areas.  

The May Potluck Dinner and Dave Shollenberger's 
photos were enjoyed by all.  We are also grateful 
to Ironwood Acres who donated native plants to 
our fund raiser.  Please check out their stand in 
the spring and fall at the Growers Market  at Pine 
and Hepburn Streets in Williamsport.  Thanks for 
all who helped with the dinner and fund raiser.  

We also would like to thank Dale and Shirley 
Bittenbender for the Audubon prints.  

Pennsylvania Audubon has completed their 
strategic plan for 2008 -2012. It is a reminder of 

our chapter goals:  

The mission of Audubon Pennsylvania is to 
conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 
focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their 
habitats, for the benefit of humanity and the 

Earthôs biological diversity. 

Audubon is a conservation organization whose 
primary strategy is engaging people to take action 
to achieve conservation outcomes.  Audubon 
focuses on birds as indicators of our success in 
conserving wildlife and their habitats and in 
providing a healthy environment for humans.  We 
choose birds because they are excellent indicators 
of other biodiversity; they signal the health of our 
environment, much like the proverbial ñcanary in a 
coal mineò.  The needs of birds are well 
understood, and they are easy to study using 

volunteers and scientists as a team; and they 
have an amazing ability to inspire people and 
motivate action, as they have done since Audubon 
was founded over 100 years ago.  If you would 
like the complete draft I can e -mail it to you.  

Hope to see you at our picnic at Rider Park 

on July 23 rd  !    

LAS Annual Summer Picnic  

July 23, 2008  ð  6:00 pm   

Rider Park, Warrensville  
 

This is our annual Family Picnic ð 
children are invited!!  

Again, everyone brings a Dish to 
Share , your own 
tableware and utensils.  
Drinks will be provided.  

Afterwards, plan to take a walk along 
one the several trails looking for flora 
and fauna!   

 

Directions to Rider Park :   
Proceed North on Warrensville Road (SR 2039)  

from Route 220/I -180,  ñcrossing overò Route 973 
at Warrensville, and continuing onto Pleasant 
Valley Road.  Go approximately 1 mile, and turn 
right onto Caleb Creek Road (dirt road).  Follow 
this road 1.7 miles until you come to a gate and 
parking area.  

 

Our 2008 ð2009 Program year  

 will begin on Wednesday,  

September 24, 2008.   

LOCAL Chapter  Memberships  !!         

Dues are DUE!!  

 
If you have  ñLocal Chapter ONLYò membership, 
your dues have expired on June 30th.   To renew, 
send your check for $10.00 for July 1, 2008 to 
June 30, 2009  to :    
 Donna Krupilis, LAS Membership Chair  
     728 Pennsylvania Avenue  
     Williamsport    PA   177701  

Linda Burk 

http://www.buylocalpa.com/details.php?id=886
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Managing for Wildlife Diversity 

Beyond Bird Feeding 101  

By Mario Giazzon  

 

With nearly 400 species of birds and over 70 species of mammals, our state has a tremendous 

diversity of wildlife. And itôs free to be enjoyed by anyone with an interest and curiosity about 

what can be found on the other side of their kitchen window. According to the National Survey 

on Recreation and the Environment, interest in observing wildlife is growing at an astounding 
rate. Birdwatching is the fastest growing outdoor pastime in the country and has increased by 

232 percent between 1983 and 2001. With 3.7 million birdwatchers, Pennsylvania ranks third in 

the nation, behind only California and New York!   

For many, a lifelong interest in observing wildlife begins with the simple act of installing a 

birdfeeder or birdhouse. With just a couple of strategically placed birdfeeders filled 

with sunflower seed and suet, about 20 common types of backyard birds (and for 

better or worse, a number of acrobatic ravenous squirrels) can easily be attracted and 
observed. Iôve spent countless hours behind a cup of morning coffee, watching and 

sharing breakfast with them all. But as any seasoned birdwatcher will tell you, 

venturing out and exploring various habitat types provides viewing opportunities for a 
greater diversity of wildlife than that found just beyond the kitchen window. Appropriate habitat 

management across several acres can often attract not only a higher abundance of birds, but 

also more species. Some time spent working on a few targeted projects can often improve 
habitat for literally hundreds of local wildlife species.  

If diving beyond the world of Bird Feeding 101 interests you, one resource to learn about 

wildlife habitat management is through the Pennsylvania Game Commission. In 2004, the PGC 

launched a program called the Private Landowner Assistance Program  designed to help those 
that are interested in enhancing habitat on their property for a greater diversity of wildlife. 

There are often many low -cost and simple things that landowners can do to enhance wildlife 

habitat. Examples include applying management techniques to existing native shrubs to 
increase production for wildlife, or selection of proper species for planting. Often times, simply 

altering mowing rotations in large grass fields, allowing certain fields to revert, retaining certain 

trees with wildlife value, and promoting certain native plant species can greatly increase the 
habitat potential in an area. Management emphasis is to provide habitat for more than 100 bird 

and mammal species of greatest conservation need. Examples include species like 

the Scarlet Tanager, Barn Owl, and myriad warblers, flycatchers, and herons. Focus 

is also placed on bats, hares, flying squirrels, otters, and much more. Currently there 
are six Wildlife Diversity Biologists dispersed throughout the state 

that work individually with landowners who request assistance to 

enhance their properties for species of concern.  

If you own at least several acres and have a genuine interest in improving 

the wildlife habitat on your property, your local Wildlife Diversity Biologist 

will be happy to work with you. Once you schedule a site visit, they will 
walk the property with you and discuss how the different habitat types 

found on your property can be improved for species of concern and overall 

wildlife diversity. The biologist for the Northcentral Region is Mario Giazzon 

and he can be contacted via email  or (570) 547 -0722.  

 

http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/view.asp?a=513&q=168220
mailto:mgiazzon@state.pa.us
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Ironwood Acres Native Plant Nursery  

Lycoming Audubon Society is very grateful for 
the donations of plants we received from our 
regionôs newest nursery during our May 
fundraiser. Ironwood Acres Native Plant 
Nursery is located at 234 Veterans Lane in 
Trout Run and sells plants at 1435 Dewey 

Avenue in Williamsport, easily accessible from 
Route 15 and Lycoming Creek Road. You can 
also frequently find Ironwoodôs co-owners, Reg 
Laughner and Dave Walker, with a sampling of 
their plants at the Williamsport Growers 
Market on Saturday mornings during the 

spring and autumn. They sell dozens of plants 
native to Pennsylvania, including wildflowers, 
grasses, shrubs and both understory and 
canopy trees. Species that are especially 
attractive to birds include (but are not limited 
to) Black Elderberry, Oswego Tea (Bee Balm), 

Serviceberry, Silky Dogwood and Cardinal 
Flower. Reg and Dave are both very strong 
supporters of Lycoming Audubon Society and 
have expressed interest in future joint projects 
with our group. Please consider this new local 
business when you decide to add to your 

gardens and fields. Ironwood Acresô phone 
number is (570) 998 -2924.  

Gardening for Birds: Cardinal Flower  

In this edition, we feature a beautiful native plant that hummingbirds love!  

Many of us are especially fond of these tiniest of birds. We marvel at their rapid 
wingbeats, incredible ability to hover, and their seemingly endless endurance.  

One of the best wildflowers whose nectar attracts Ruby - throated Hummingbirds 

is Cardinal Flower, Lobelia cardinalis .  This spectacular plant, native to 
Pennsylvania and surrounding states, grows up to 4.5 feet tall and produces an array of 

crimson red flowers along its long, narrow stalk.      

Cardinal Flower  loves moisture, so be sure to keep the soil moist if you plant it in soil that 

sometimes dries out. It does grow in partially shaded sites, though the greatest flower display 
occurs on sunny locations with damp soil. Cardinal Flower is not the easiest 

plant to grow and it may take a year or two after planting to become 

accustomed to your yard, but its lovely long - lived flowers in mid and late 
summer make the care you give it worthwhile.  

A closely related species, Great Blue Lobelia , Lobelia siphilitica  is similar in 

appearance and growing conditions, generally easier to establish in a new site, 
and produces light purple flowers which also attract hummingbirds and 

butterflies. Both Lobelia  species are available at the newly formed Ironwood 

Acres Nursery, which sells native plants at 1435 Dewey Avenue in Williamsport, 

and at most other nurseries that specialize in native plants.  

                             Jim Green 

Lycoming Audubon would like to 
acknowledge the contributions to the 

society in memory of G. Fredrick Maggs . 

The donations will be used for the education 
and conservation of birds and other wildlife,  
through open meetings for the public, 
birding field trips, and publications.  

Summer Bat Counts  

Counting bat colonies this summer is extremely 
important this year, due to the bat die -off at 
several sites in adjoining states. We have five 
sites to cover this summer. Also if you know of 

any other sites that have at least 500 bats 
please let me know. We usually have 4 -5 people 
for each site. We start at dusk and count until 
dark so it is only about an hour of your time. It 
does not require identification of the bats nor are 
we touching the bats, so it is safe for anyone. 

Late June or July is the best time to count.  
We usually plan a count on short notice since the 
weather is a factor. If you are interested in 
helping us this year e-mail   or call (570) 546 -
6453.       

Linda Burk Jim Green 

http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LOCA2
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LOSI
mailto:lburk31@aol.com
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é...continued on next page éé. 

The saga of the Peregrine Falconôs return to Pennsylvania as a breeding species continues this 

spring with news from Union County about the discovery of another cliff nest.  

Northcentral Pennsylvania now can boast of two active cliff -nest sites, including one that has 

been occupied for at least the past five years near Montgomery. The new site (also overlooking 

the Susquehanna) is the third ñwildò nest found in Pennsylvania in half a century; other nests 

established by falcons since their reintroduction and re -emergence as a breeding species here 
have been on bridges and tall buildings (including 22 this year).  

Birder Allen Schweinsberg, author of ñBirds of Central Susquehanna Valley,ò found the latest 

cliff nest (at a historic Peregrine Falcon nesting site, no less) while doing surveying for the 
Breeding Bird Atlas. The birds apparently made a failed attempt at nesting last year in the 

same location, and they were also present at the site two years ago as immatures. The pair 

produced one chick this year. The young bird has been banded by the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission. Neither adult bird is banded.  

While the peregrine news was good here, Meredith Lombard reports that she has not seen the 

peregrine pair at the bridge -nest site near Columbia/Wrightsville on the lower Susquehanna for 

some time. They apparently did not visit the nest box installed for them by the Game 
Commission, though they did spend plenty of time this spring perching below the bridge again 

and performing the breeding behaviors typical of the species. Another apparent bridge -nest site 

was discovered this year in southern Lancaster County near the Maryland border. I have not 
heard anything lately on whether those falcons have nested successfully.  

Given the number of peregrine pairs that are establishing breeding territories in Pennsylvania, 

it offers hope that the falcons can duplicate the renewed breeding success of the Bald Eagle.  

Turning to sightings reported here in the past couple of months: On June 23, Dave Ferry did 

some atlasing in Clinton and Lycoming counties. He found usually elusive Mourning Warblers on 

the north side of Laurel Ridge (Cogan House/Jackson Townships) and much closer to 

Williamsport on the south slope (Steam Valley) of the plateau, all the way down Route 15 
toward Williamsport. ñI have since found Mourning Warblers in three additional blocks and 

suspect they are far more common in our region than I had ever imagined,ò Dave wrote on the 

PA Birds listserv.  

On June 20, on Graham Road in Clinton County, Jeff Schaffer found a Cerulean Warbler and 

then a mob that included Worm -eating Warblers, Black -and -white Warblers, Scarlet Tanagers, 

Blue -gray Gnatcatchers and a Red -eyed Vireo. He totaled nine Worm -eating Warblers and three 
Ceruleans on the hike, along with Yellow -billed Cuckoo, Rose -breasted Grosbeak and Hooded 

Warblers, for good measure.  

On June 1, Jeff did some atlasing at McElhattan Reservoir in southern Clinton County, finding 

an adult Bald Eagle and two Spotted Sandpipers. Cuckoos were calling, and nonbreeders 
included a Double -crested Cormorant and a Common Loon, both immatures.  

On June 15, Laurie Cressman spotted a Bobolink and an Eastern Kingbird at Rose Valley Lake. 

On June 5, Rosemary Lunz of Warrensville watched a female American Goldfinch tug at the 
yarn she uses to tie poles together for her bean plants. She decided to hang out more lengths 

of yarn for the birds and discovered them all being snatched by Cedar Waxwings.  

The Game Commissionôs Dan Brauning found a Clay-colored Sparrow on private land just north 

of the Lycoming Mall on the morning of May 30. The bird was singing, along with some Willow 
Flycatchers and Field Sparrows.  

On May 24, with electronic caller in hand, Steve Pinkerton visited the Powys wetlands in hopes 
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Our Web Site: http://www.lycoming.org/audubon  

Our New Patch is here!  

This yearôs patch commemorates the 

Northern Saw -Whet Owl Banding Project.  
The beautiful patch was designed and 

painted by wildlife artist Ron Beach. The 

eight color patch depicts a Saw -Whet owl 
sitting on an evergreen branch.  

Patches are available from board members, 

online , or can be ordered by mail:  Check or 

money payable to Lycoming Audubon, 1217 
Cedar Street, Montoursville,  PA, 17754.  

Patches are $5.50, plus $.50 for S&H.  

of finding some rails. Within minutes, a Virginia rail walked right up to him and pecked at his 

caller. He shot a video of the bird approaching.  

On May 10, Dave Ferry did some atlasing and migration counting north of Williamsport. The 

first bird of the day was a Whip -poor -will off Hagermans Run Road (along with some Wild 

Turkeys in a beaver -constructed wetland near Marsh Hill, where he also found territorial 

Northern Waterthrush and a female Orchard Oriole). At the Powys wetlands, Dave played a 
recorded Sora call, and a Virginia Rail approached to within 5 feet, calling aggressively and 

running erratically through the cattails. A second rail appeared a few minutes later. Dave found 

Swamp Sparrows and Yellow - rumped Warblers at both locations.  

The same day at the Williamsport Water Authority, Dave observed Red -breasted Nuthatch, Pine 

Warbler, Hooded Warbler and the usual deep -woods birds. While attempting to find a resident 

Northern Goshawk, he heard a Cooperôs Hawk calling instead. 

On May 7, Wayne Laubscher participated in a birding walk conducted by the Amish community 

of the Rote/ Salona area for local schoolchildren. Aden Troyer (owner of the renowned Lost 

Creek Shoe Shop and optics store near Oakland Mills) led the group. In a brushy area, Aden 

located a Yellow -breasted Chat, a bird that is difficult to find in Clinton County, with no 
apparent records since the early 1990s. At a woodland pond, Aden spotted a Prothonotary 

Warbler that soon disappeared Ƅ a first county record.  

On May 3 -4, Jim Green spotted a couple of White -crowned Sparrows in his Williamsport yard. 

In the nearby woods there were Wood Thrush, Great -crested Flycatcher, Gray Catbird, 
Ovenbird and Red -eyed Vireo.  

                       Joe Yoder 

é.Bird Observations, continued éé. 

http://www.lycoming.org/audubon/merchandise.html
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BIRD   ñATLASINGò 

By the time the Chickadee Chatter reaches your homes, the breeding bird season will be at full 

steam.  That means volunteers participating in the 2 nd  Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) 

will be hard at work documenting evidence of breeding activity.  This summer will be the fifth  
and final year for the BBA and many LAS volunteers are scrambling to complete the job.  

ñAtlasingò my blocks between Renovo and Williamsport, Iôve had to stop and take my time in 

places I would not normally visit.  The slow pace has allowed me to find some great new spots, 
as well as meet new friends and collect lots of new ñbird storiesò. 

In April, I happened to find nesting Sora in Northern Lycoming County 

that answered to a Virginia Rail call, and just north of Williamsport in 

Powys, I found Virginia Rail that answered to a Sora call.  Go figure!  
Both species were new to me in Lycoming County.  

Last year, while taking my daily jog through one of my 

BBA blocks in the Williamsport Water Authority, I was 
actually attacked by a mother grouse defending her 

young.  As I jogged past her and her peeps, I turned 

to take a look and she was in my face and hit the bill 
of my baseball cap.  Very cool!  

I also had the pleasure of finding two new goshawk nests.  If you have 

ever watched defensive goshawk adults, you certainly will not forget it.  

One of the more exciting discoveries for me was very recent.  While 
exploring remote forest habitat in northern Lycoming County, Dan Brauning and myself found 

Mourning Warblers on the north side of Laurel Ridge.  This came as no surprise to Dan who had 

found these rare reclusive wood warblers during the first atlas.  On our return to Williamsport 
down route 15 we found more Mourning Warblers just north of Trout Run, and I have since 

found them in other locations.  

I have always been a fan of Yellow -bellied Sapsuckers, maybe because of their migratory habits 
and scarcity in the Williamsport area.  I have since discovered that all you need to do is drive 

up to the Rose Valley/Trout Run area and imitate a Barred Owl and you will see sapsuckers 

flying out of the woodwork!  Seems their breeding range starts just north of town, and they 

appear to be the most numerous woodpecker in our northern tier.  

Other interesting finds in our region include the discovery of nesting Barn Owls in the 

Elimsport/Montgomery area.  In Clinton County there is a great concentration of Cerulean 

Warblers along the Susquehanna River valley, and closer to home there is a great assortment 
of grassland species at places like Mill Hill Road in Lycoming Township.  No doubt there are 

other discoveries to be made in our region.  

And finally, finding birds has been made a little easier with playback.  Most of us have used 
playback to call in owls, but with the advent of mp3 players, iPods, and a small speaker itôs 

possible to call any bird into easy view.  This technique does have its drawbacks and is not 

recommend on nesting birds due to stressing the birds out.  This technique has however been 

very helpful in locating birds when making brief stops during the atlas project.  

If you are aware of any nesting birds that you feel would contribute to the BBA project, send 

the information my way and Iôll be sure to follow up.  

 

Dave Ferry 
 

Virginia Rail  

Virginia Rail clipart, artist: Steven DôAmato. 

Stora clipart, artist:  Daniel S. Kilby.  

Sora  

Breeding Bird Atlas Project  

 

mailto:lycobirds@aol.com

