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2010 UPCOMING PROGRAMS

27 January, 2010 0 "On the Right
Track: Identifying and
Interpreting Animal &
Trackso, with Dr.,,,ﬂka%’oo'
Morrison, plus ﬁAiZo,O,M*Ae
Professor: Swine Flu and *oooo;
Bird Fluo. QT
24 February, 2010 0 nThe Eagl e

B Experienceo,

Kuriga and ThisT J 0.

presentation will give us an
opportunity to meet the
newest Abird
LAS, ATJoOo a
Mike has been fortunate
enough to acquire. The
second installment of his
dialogue about TJ, is in this issue.

Bal d

Mark your calendars for:

24 March 2010 -ARi dgeto
IBAs and Wind Turbines 0
with Kim Van Fleet, Important Bird
Area Coordinator, Audubon
Pennsylvania.

28 April 2010 -A" White
Syndrome' on Bat Populations in
Pennsyl v awthiDa Dee Ann Reeder,
Assistant Professor of Biology, Bucknell
University.  She will discuss her research in
conjunction with the Pennsylvania Game
Commission .

Nos e

Programming continued on

page

Chickadee
Chatter

January - February 2010

A Message from the Pr

Winter has secured its grip on us, with a
little snow on the ground and temperatures
well below freezing. Our bird feeders are a
flurry of activity, and your chapter,
Lycoming Audubon Society, has oo °
been busy as well. We had a nice
gathering at the Genetti for our
traditional Christmas banquet, the
Christmas bird counts have been
tallied, and the chapter took a

wi t hstaridto y&o preserve the primitive nature

of the PA Fish and
surrounding Rose Valley Lake. What lies
ahead for us in 20107

Boat Co

me mb e ﬁr&brarﬂsffor our monthly meetings have
Ek?eéh Isc‘l”leduletd ﬁ]r%l}gh May, and we have a

number of program ideas for the fall of
2010. Our financial resources are solid, we
are contemplating a membership campaign
in the spring, field trips are held on a regular
basis, and we are already thinking ahead to
our family picnic in July. So what is there
left to do? The Board is considering a new
project or two to add to those we continue
from year to year. There are always
opportunities for chapter members to get

i nvol ved, and a vol
range from the occasional few hours to
taking the lead on a project. The Chapter
has no staff, and without volunteers nothing
will get accomplished. If you are interested
in helping out at any level, please let us
know. Dropus an email , talk to a Board
member at a meeting, or write to us at our
PO Box. Watch the newsletter for details!

unteer 6

26 . Dan Alters

Our Web Site: http://www.lycoming.org/audubon


mailto:LycomingAudubonS@aol.com

Preserving Rose Valley Lake

In October several Lycoming Audubon Society (LAS) Board members
learned of a plan by a Clinton County businessman to develop a small parcel
near Rose Valley Lake. Access to the property is from the road around the
Lake and then through land owned by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission (PFBC) via a dirt road deeded to the previous property owner s ,

ifor agricultural purposes onl yo. The devel oper reqg
minimum fifty -foot right -of-way requirement from the Lycoming County Planning Commission.

At one meeting a motion was made to grant the waiver, although no vote was taken. Some

board members made contact with the Rose Valley T Mill Creek Watershed Association, and

attended one of the Association board meetings to learn more about the issue. Subsequently

LAS sent a letter to the members of the Planning Commission, as well as the County

Commissioners, expressing our view that all developers should be required to adhere to the

regulations of the Planning Commission and that Lycoming Audubon members use and enjoy

the primitive nature of Rose Valley Lake and wish to maintain it in that form.
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In mid -December our president and vice - president both attended

the regular meeting of the Planning Commission and spoke about

our desire to maintain the PFBC lands around Rose Valley Lake in a

primitive setting. Two other folks of the dozen or so county citizens

in attendance also spoke out about the natural beauty and quietness

of the lake setting and their desire to keep it that way. Atthe

present time the waiver request has been put on hold at the request

of the developer. Lycoming Audubon will continue to follow this

issue. Our letter of December 8, 2009, to the chair of the planning

J’; commi ssion is available on our web sit.
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Dan Alters
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Bird Seed Promotional
Snyderds Nursery in Montoursville is promot g
bird seed sales in the month of February. For all sales during the month,
Snyder6és will donate a penny a pound to th a
South Montour Street, and for more information they can be reached at 570 - 3.
368 -337
Upcoming Programs é...continue fr om
front pageé.
WELCOME! To our NEW MEMBERS !!
19 May 2010 - ANNUAL TUREEN
DINNER . Membership meeting and George Bailey Doris M. Bates
Elections.  6:00pm at the LLComplex Rose Berner Keith Berry
NOTE: This meeting is a week earlier Thomas Calhoun Marcella Cavanugh
than normal. Bill Dodson Anita Fincle
" Ce Gail M. Floruss Douglas C. Hall
The Recovery of Endangered Birds in
Pennsyl va bougGross, Widife Ron Hershberger Steve McDonald
Biologist, Endangered Bird Specialist and PA Flcdar_ k'?rsb' Gemij' m_le_
eBird Coordinator. He will discuss rederick £ obias eraidine toner
Sara Vaugh Russell Woraobec

endangered and threatened species in
Pennsylvania, with special emphasis on the
Bald Eagle.




Gardening for Birds: Winter Planning

January nights are long. The Sun, when it breaks through the clouds, is still
\\I\ low in the sky, even at midday. Ice covers our ponds and lakes. Yet we notice
dayllght extending longer and longer during the late afternoons, and we know
wonot be too |l ong before Cardinal s, Tuf t
> reveallng their musical wonders.

L

/V In spite of the winter chill, now is a great time to think about our yards and

/ gardens. Whatcan you do to make your property naturally more attractive to
birds year -round? Are large parts of your property the monoculture that

pervades our society: grass? As we know, frequently mowed grass does not provide a good
food (or cover) source for most species of birds. Oh yes, Robins, Starlings, Cowbirds and a
small number of other species regularly forage on mowed grass, but for the vast majority of
birds, | awns might as well be deserts. Pennsylvani a
Program, a component of the Audubon at Home Program _, recommends (as do many
naturalists) reducing the size of your lawn. The more we see our properties as habitat for birds
and other wildlife, the more we can visualize how to improve what we have.

Walk around your property one day when the Sun is shining and the wind is light. Visualize

from the perspective of birds that need cover, food, and safe nesting locations. Then draw a

map of your property on paper. Where can you add more trees, shrubs and wildflowers? Plan

now, but start slow. Donodét try to make too many chan
house for seven years, and though | have added dozens of native plants over the years, it

remains a work in progress (and yes | still have some grass!)

I recommend planting shrubs and trees that are native and relatively fast -growing. Doing so
allows you to see major results in just two or three years, which encourages you to plan and
plant even more. If you already have shrubs or trees that bear fruit in late summer, consider

planting other species that bear fruit earlier, such as Serviceberry (Amelanchier species)  which
fruits in June and Red Mulberry (Morus rubra)  which typically fruits in late June or July. The
same is true for native perennials. Wild Columbine (Aquilegia candensis) , for example, is a

great hummingbird attraction early in the growing season.

Once you have planned this yearo6s planting, the next
friends or neighbors that will gladly give you seeds or seedlings, fantastic; otherwise, you will

need to purchase plants or seeds. For those who have a large property or have big plans for

pl anting, youéll save money by buying seedlings in b
(PGC) Howard Nursery is (as of January 4) taking orders for their annual seedling sale. Contact

them at 814 -355-4434 for more information. County Conservation Districts (CCDs) also sell in

bulk. In recent years, the local CCD that has had the best supply of native plants has been

Columbia CCD, located just northeast of Bloomsburg. Click here for online information about

the various CCDs.

For smaller quantities, keep your eyes and ears open for native plant
sales. The Linn Conservancy near Lewisburg always has a spring native
plant sale, as does the Pennsylvania Native Plant Society, whose sale is
held near Centre Hall. Hawk Mountain near Kempton and the Ned Smith
Center for Nature and Art in Millersburg each have annual native plant
sales in May. Locally, the Ironwood Acres Native Plant Nursery in Trout
Run is a good source for many natives. Contact the nursery at (570) 998
-2924 for more information on their 2010 selections.

Continued on page 5, ¢é..see fiGardeningo. ..


http://pa.audubon.org/Audubon_at_home.html
http://pacd.org/your-district/

The Devel op ment andtucaiioh Badd Eagle

By Michael Kuriga

[ Editordés note: With Mikebds good fortune of obtaining an eagl e
the newsletter. This is the SECOND installment.]

Wel |l , we are continuing to fiman downo TJ, and things are

Behavior: As | stated in the first article, TJ thought | was going to eat him, and was appropriately

defensive and tried to fly or get away. That has now passed and then he moved to the next stage and

that was fAaggressiono. Now that he realizes that | am no:
This is when they reach out and grab whatever gets close enough. The gloved hand is well protected

with three layers of elk hide but, the right hand is never gloved, and | was cautious to say the least, but

never did he grab that hand or given the opportunity to do so. After a few weeks of this behavior, he

cal med down and is now into the fAacceptance phaseodo of our
some signs of imprinting. Acquiring a bird at a young age, will allow for some imprinting and in the long

run it will be advantageous. They calm down very quickly, become quite tame and want to be with you

al |l the ti me. Al so, these fApartiallyo imprinted birds wi!
feducati onal birdo.
Pl umage: There have been a few more feathers break where

too many have, and hopefully the last of them have broken off. Additionally, a few more feathers that
were pinched off have dropped out. And with that, | have noticed a few new feathers starting to grow
where TJ dropped some of those early feathers. Whoopee! Now | am waiting to see if these new
feathers will grow to full length and not stay in blood or be deformed. Thisis a possibility if the follicles
were permanently damaged when he was thrown out of the nest. | will continue to keep him on a great
diet and only time will tell if the new feathers will now be perfect.

Environment: TJis currently in his outdoor weathering area. | was putting him out there a little at a

time and over a week or so, he settled in and is now in there all the time. No matter the weather, he

wi || be kept outside. There is a fAhuto for him to use at
the weather becomes unbearable, he can go inside the hut to get out of the wind. Snow, rain and the

cold are not a problem for these birds. His leash is attached to a ring that is on a line that goes to a

perch at the opposite end of the area. He can be found on either end of the area, and is getting up on

both these perches without using a wing for support. The leash -line also prevents him from reaching the

fencing and grabbing anything or anyone or beating himself up if some animal tries to intrude into his

space and scares him if | am not around at that time.

Flying: Now that | have become his food provider, TJ actually looks for me. He will now hop up onto the
fist anytime, with or without food. But with food presented, he will fly up to 15 feet for a treat! His
flight is a bit awkward with the partial feathers on the left wing but, this is most likely, the furthest he
has ever flown in his life. He is building up muscle, and when he does have a full set of feathers, TJ may
be able to fly some distance.
Michael W. Kuriga
Eagle Education Permit MB191040

The top feather is the end of a secondary on the left
wing. It broke off at the stress mark which would

be at the 30+ day age of the bird. The next feather
is a tail or fAdecko feather an
again, at the 30 day period. The bottom two
feathers are both left wing feathers that never grew
out of the shaft. Now that TJ is getting a good diet,
these poor quality feathers are dropping out and
new ones are coming in. Hopefully in the next
issue, | can report on the quality of these new
feathers.




Williamsport CBC

The Williamsport CBC was held Saturday.
December 19, 2009.

Atotal of 59 species have been recorded so
far (not all results are in) which is a little
below average, but not unexpected since we
did not have a big fallout of northern birds this
year, and waterfowl were also hard to come

by.

The best find had to be Linda Zook's 13 black
vultures found in the farmland east of
Elimsport.  The black vultures are the first
ever BV's for our CBC and is more evidence of
the northern advance of the BV's range.

add more perspective to this rare find, we
have only had three Turkey Vultures in our
entire CBC history of 41 years, and they were
recorded in 1969 and 1970. Great find Linda!

To

Other highlights include three bald eagles (2
adults and 1 sub -adult), one winter wren,
yellow -rumped warber, 15 screech owls, and
all the usual species in relatively normal
numbers. The biggest misses included the
peregrine falcons which may not be wintering
in Williamsport this year...the first time we've
missed them since 2002...other big misses
include:

Ring - necked duck

Rough Legged Hawk

Red Breasted Nuthatch

Northern Harrier

Pine Siskin

Red-Wing Blackbird

Brown Headed Cowbird

Snow Bunting

Postscript: One peregrine falcon was seen
sunning itself on the southeast corner of the
Genetti Hotel in downtown Williamsport on

December 28 ™.

Dave Ferry
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Northern Lycoming CBC

The Northern Lycoming CBC was held
Sunday, January 3rd. Frigid
temperatures, howling winds and
blowing snow made conditions very
difficult but many good birds were still
found. With some reports still out, we
have so far tallied 44 species. While
44 species is low in comparison to the
Williamsport CBC, it's not too bad
considering the conditions and the

lack of open waterways within the count
circle.
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Some of the highlights included 1 red
merganser found on Rose Valley Lake, 2
Lapland longspurs, 7 American Pipits, 1 Bald
Eagle, 8 rough -legged hawks, 150+ Horned
Larks, snow buntings and 80+ ravens. Wes

Egli and Jim Jacobs found a lone red -breas
merganser and pine siskin as well as a few
purple finch.  Rich Masters and John Koyen
found a few robins and some kestrels, Fred
Stiner found a brown creeper, and Norwood
Fredericks found the only mockingbird

reported so far.

The most productive area of the count was
Cogan House Township with it's open farmland
and mixed woodlots that provided a variety of
habitat. The horned larks, pipits, bald eagle,
and most of the ravens, rough -legged and
tailed hawks were found in this area.

And finally some birds that we didn't

see. Among the big misses include pileated
woodpecker, accipiter hawks, and cedar
waxwings among many others that have been
Seen on previous years counts. Also absen
were the irruptive finches like crosshills,
redpolls and siskins that were seen in huge
numbers the past few
years. Final results will be
reported at a later date.
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AfGardeningoé..continued from page 3.
As discussed in a previous edition of O0Gardening
about native plants and how they attract wildlife is Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants
Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardens by author Doug Tallamy and published by Timber Press. Visit
www.plantanative.com for more information about the book.
For any questions about native plantings feel free to contact me

Jim Green

or


http://www.plantanative.com/
mailto:quiscalusquis@excite.com

Book Review

No Impact Man . The Adventures of a Guilty Liberal Who Attempts to Save the
Planet and the Discoveries He Makes about Himself and Our Way of Life in the
Process by Colin Beavan, 2009 (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, New York City)

ISBN 7 13:978 -0-374-22288 -8 or ISBN i 10: 0 -374-22288 -6

In case you skipped over the long title, let me tell you right off the bat: this book is
not about birds! It does address key principles that National Audubon has adopted,

particularly reducing humanityds contribution to gl obal w
growi ng population is having on our natural resources, i n
New York City family 1 author Colin Beavan, his wife, young daughter and dog T who strived for one full

year to lead a |life with virtually no i mpact on 6the envi |
elevators or vehicles or TV or packaged materials, and even not using electricity generated by fossil

fuel s! Beavan descri bes many of the everyday decisions an
i mpact®é moni ker, and also details how the process |l ed to
the family pondered.

Beavand6s concerns about gl obal warming and di minishing nai
seemed like azany plan T to have his family produce as little environmental impact as possible for an

entire year. A writer with a liberal point of view (the family lives in Greenwich Village) he nevertheless

states that he fiéwas not an environmentalist or an acti vi.
start of the 6no i mpactd year, he often wondered if our s

more material goods really results in greater happiness.

On the first day of their o6no impacté | ife, chall enges ab
to blow his nose. No more can the family throw away beverage containers. Not again can his baby girl

use plastic diapers. Trash had to be eliminated. In preparation, they previously studied their trash. So

much of their garbage consisted of items that were used so little; in some cases, for only five minutes.

Examples include disposable diapers, straws, Styrofoam cups, food containers, paper towels, spoiled

food, and much more. Sadly, many items were only briefly used and then discarded, to wind up in a

landfill. Seeing all the waste made them realize how often in the past they purchased take -out food, with

its proliferation of wasteful paper and plastic containers. Why did they eat take -out food? Because they,

like so many others, did not believe they had time to prepare their own meals. Nevertheless, he asked,

were they happier because of all the conveniences?

In stores and markets, plastic bags are ubiquitous. Astonishing statistics are revealed in Chapter Four:

|l ess than 1% of plastic bags are recycled (p. 53), and t hi
there are 46,000 pieces of plastic floating in every squa
using plastic (or paper) is almost impossible. Thus, a 6n

slice of pizza, since pizza will be served on a disposable plate with a disposable napkin.

Al though Beavan came up with the édno i mpactod idea, his wi:/
experiment, with only a few exceptions. They agreed not to watch TV, and it was Michelle who one day

announced that they would give away their 462 screen set.
that i f we dondt buy more and use more resources, there i
we need new clothes, new cars, new furniture, etc.

The Beavans made the kitchen table rather than the TV the focus of their home life. Preparing meals and

communicating without the distraction of TV strengthened their relationships. What food they ate at

home was the subject of great contemplation. Many foods in supermarkets, of course, travel great

distances, often thousands of miles, from where they are grown. Transporting food uses huge amounts of

fossil fuels, which contribute to the emissions that play a role in global warming. To foster what was

call ed O6sustainabl e eatingd they de c-isehsomdore¢lse made feoin | food wa
ingredients grown within 250 miles of the Big Apple. This decision ruled out many food types, especially

during the colder months, which is why Chapter Six is tit!
title reveals the author6s humor. In reality, they ate mo
dairy products, homemade bread, and other cold season vegetables.

How about O6the economyé6? Don6t economists tell us to consi
itds good news when the GDP (gross domestic product) ri se:
when GDP rises? And does it mean the average person has m

6



answer : no, no, no! What it does mean i s that we are usin
products, many of which have those incredibly short lifetimes, but studies do not consistently show that

people are happier with more products. And, how about the environmental costs of consuming more and

more?

About hal fway through the 6no i mpactd year, they turned t
without electricity seems extreme, until you become aware that about 25% of people on Earth have no

electricity whether they want it or not. The Beavans did not want to go off the grid, but they could not

find a source of commercial electricity generated by sustainable resources. The author did get a small

solar panel which was able to power his laptop, at least on days when the Sun shone.

Some things were never explained in the book. For example, in the numerous interviews Beaven gave
during and after the experiment, he never revealed what the family used to replace toilet paper. And, no
mention was made of what the family did with worn out shoes or toothbrushes. When asked what was

hardest to tolerate, the answer was not what you might ex
not using a refrigerator, or climbing dozens of flights of stairs a day. Instead, the most difficult part was

changing previous habits. After the year was up, their electricity came back on and they resumed some

impact -causing behaviors. But, they decided not to replace their broken dishwasher or turn on the heat

in the winter, and they gave away their air conditioners.
| enjoyed reading this well -written, easy -to-read, sometimes funny and most importantly, thought -
provoking book. Even if youbére not concerned about gl obal

Beavan does not tell readers to repeat his experiment, but he does encourage us to give more thought to

what we buy, what we eat, what we throw away, and especially what really gives us happiness. He

makes it clear that O6no i mpactédé is not about -caddeetdi dipsm ga
or technology, as long as wasteful practices are not included. Furthermore, he wants people to

understand that we all, as individuals, can make a difference in what we decide to do and not do in our

daily lives.

NolmpactMan was printed on 100% recycled paper products, and |
book retailers and the J.V. Brown Library in Williamsport and surely at other libraries.
Visit _www.noimpactman.com __ for more information. Jim Green

FYPPFPPYPPPYYYPYPYPYPYEVEVFEFFEVYY YL
The Great Backyard Bird Count

The Great Backyard Bird Count, sponsored by National Audubon each year
will take place on February 12 -15, 2010. The Great Backyard Bird Count
is an annual four -day event that engages bird watchers of all ages in
counting birds to create a real -time snapshot of where the birds are across
the continent. Anyone can participate, from beginning bird watchers to

experts. It takes as little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can count for

as long as you like each day of the event.

1. Plan to count birds for at least 15 minutes during February 12th 0 15th. Count the birds at as
many places and on as many days as you like 0 just keep a separate list of counts for each
day and/or location.

2. Count the greatest number of individuals of each species that you see together at any one

time, and write it down. A regional check -listis included below.

3. Enter your results through the web page, beginning February 12 to March 1st, at http://
gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input.

Visit http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/ for additional information.



www.noimpactman.com
http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input
http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/

Bird Observations

Season's Greetings and Happy 2010, a new decade is upon us!

From Newberry, on November 10 " Katie Bell reported a Bald Eagle flying over. A late

American Redstart was seen by Wayne Laubscher at his farm in Sisssdale on November 7

Dave Ferry reports his first Snow Bunting of the season from the Fish Dam Wild Area, south of
Renovo on November 7 ™. Steve Pinkerton reported a hummingbird coming to flowers at a home

in Williamsport on October 20 th i 21st. The small hummer had white tail feathers, which may
have indicated a Calliope Hummingbird, a species of the mountain west. From Dave Ferry, at

his home in Old Lycoming Twp., in mid - October, Swamp, White  -throated, White -crowned,
Song, and Field Sparrows. Also five Purple Finch, and a Palm Warbler. One of Wayne

Laubscher's banded Ruby  -throated Hummingbirds was recaptured in Raisin, Texas. Wow!
Fantastic! From Beth and Don Brobst, on a trip to Cape May, NJ, in early October, a Saltmarsh

Short -tailed Sparrow was a great find. Many Cooper's and Sharp -shinned Hawks were passing
through, and many skeins of Scoter's were seen at Wildwood Crest Beach.

th

On November 1st, Cleatus Temple of Muncy reports his first Dark -eyed Juncos. At Dave Ferry's
home in Old Lycoming, White -throated Sparrows are abundant, along with a visit from a PA

Bruin. Also kettles of Turkey Vultures and hawks, along with Bald and Golden Eagles. At Rose

Valley Lake, the week of November 10th, Larry Waltz reports seven Ruddy Duck, six Cedar

Waxwing, and three Common Merganser. Also from Rose Valley Lake on November 15th, Ring -
necked Duck, Cooper's Hawk, and Pied -billed Grebe.

On November 16th, Dave Ferry and Wes Egli led a Cub Scout walk at Canfield Island. Among

the species seen were Golden  -crowned Kinglet, American Robin, migrating gulls, Mallards,

Wood Duck and a Great Blue Heron. Dave called in an Eastern Screech -Owl to the delight of the
scouts and their parent leaders.

Dave discovered Short -eared Owl on Mill Hill Rd., on November 18th. These are wonderful
birds to observe late in the afternoon as they hunt back and forth over weedy, overgrown

fields. From Rose Valley Lake on December 13th, Dave reports 30 Snow Geese, 30 Common
Merganser, 50+ Ring  -billed Gulls, 20 Bonaparte's Gulls and Mallard and Ring -necked - Duck.
Nate Fronk and Dave reported from Cogan House Twp, also on December 13th, many Horned

Larks, and one Rusty Blackbird, along with a mink and many Common Ravens.

Mary Alice Knox, while visiting in Cogan House Twp., reported seeing a Rough -legged Hawk,
six Snow Buntings, four American Pipits, Horned Larks, a Pileated Woodpecker, and Common
Ravens. Candy, in the Linden area, reported on December 20 - Northern Flicker, Red  -bellied,

Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers. On December 28th, from Katie Bell, a pair of Bald Eagles near
Reach Road in Newberry, heading towards the river.

From Laurie Cressman, at Montour Preserve, on December 27th, two American Kestrel, three

White - breasted Nuthatch, five Eastern Bluebird, two American Goldfinch, four Downy

Woodpecker, two Red -bellied Woodpecker, three Blue Jay, two Northern Cardinal, two Black -
capped Chickadee, one Brown Creeper, 15 Common Merganser, and many Canada Geese. From

Picture Rocks on December 8th, a large migratory flock of Canada Geese, an American Robin

on December 14th, and a Northern Mockingbird on December 28 t,

Thanks for sending in all the observations; and continue to enjoy getting out and experiencing
Pennsyl vani abs winter beauty!

Wesley Egli
LAS Field Trip Chair

Have a healthy and fAbirdyo 2010!
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yKi dsd Korner: Wo o0 d'p €

N Do you know the difference between a A
" Downy Woodpecker ?and a Hairy /iil\
v Woodpecker? A
% |
\1/‘ The most obvious difference is size. The Hairy /':;\
v woodpecker is about 1/3 longer than the Downy A
¥ Woodpecker and weighs almost 3 times as much! N
| |
\1)/ Look at the bill. The Downy Woodpecke r“:;\() s
v tiny in proportion to the head. The Hairy A
% Woodpecker 's bill is large. In your head, turn each PN
W bird's bill around, so thatit points toward the back AN
v of the bird's head. How far across the head does it N
\‘j’ appear to extend? /i:i\
W The bill ofthe Downy Woodpecker is noticeably A
¥ shorter than the width of the head. The bill of the N
\‘j’ Hairy W_oqdpecker, is almost the full width of the /i\.
” head. Thisis a very good way to tell the two apart. ./'\
" Even if you only see one woodpecker, you should /':,\
‘\1, be able to identify which one itis by how long the /.\'
v bill is compared to itods Whol',;\e h e
\d’ Another clue is the white outer tail feathers. 0
” On the Hairy Woodpecker, the outer feathers are /,i'\
\1,‘ pure white. On the Downy Woodpecker, there are '/;\
v usually black or gray spots along the sides of the A
A white outer tail feathers. N
\\j/ Their calls distinguish them also. The call of the /'\.\
‘\1, Hairy Woodpecker sounds ﬁratgi\'ledé
\ the same pitch. But the A
W Downy's call drops  down A
¥ (Remember fAdowno for A
\‘j’ downy ) in pitch. /i:.\
‘ Downy Woodpecker on left, Hair . !
\‘:1/ Wood)rlJecker gn right. Clipart bnyteven Male and f_emale' In /i\.
! D&oAmat o. each species, the male N
W and female are about the i
\1" same size. If you see a ./i\
N big difference between 0
” the size of two of these N
W woodpeckers, you will "\
v know that you are looking A
W at both a Downy N
\4 Woodpecker and a Hairy A
‘1" Woodpecker. N
\3 |
\}/‘ Hairy Woodpecker. /II;\
W Clipart by Rosemary G. Bell A
A AN
% quny Wooc'ipef:ker. A
v Clipart by Kristein Munson. A
7 This Kidsodéd Korner createdjby J

|
i N
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