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JANUARY PROGRAMS
January 28, 2009 — Dan Brauning

“ Changes in distribution and abundance
of breeding birds in the mid - Atlantic
states: Response Cl i

Dan is a Wildlife Diversity Coordinator for the
Pennsylvania Game Commission,

. ) 7
and a regional coordinator for the 274 N

Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas. )
Z

t o mat e

This presentation is the result of his
BBA observations.

Dan has birded in Pennsylvania since his teen
years, went to Geneva College and then Penn
State for a MS in Ecology. He coordinated the
first PA Breeding Bird Atlas and co-authored
The Birds of Pennsylvania

January 31, 2009 — Saturday —
FIELD TRIP!! with Dave Ferry

Meet at Wegmans 8:30AM (coffee shop side)
and with return by 12:30PM. We will travel
to northern Lycoming County in search of
white-winged crossbills, pine siskins, rough-
legged hawks, snow buntings, Lapland
longspurs and other northern irruptive
species. email Dave Ferry or leave a
message before 6PM @ (570) 323-1590 if
interested.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Happy New Year!

The Lycoming Audubon Christmas dinner was
enjoyed by all. Dave Shollenberger presented a

C hgreatgleo® of the wildlife from his trip to Brazil.

Dave will present another program at our May
Potluck Dinner meeting. We look forward to that
presentation!!

Thanks to all who participated in the 109th
Christmas Bird Count. And a special thanks to
Dave Ferry who coordinated the counts. If you
would like more history of the Audubon count
check out www.audubon.org. Also check out our
website www.lycoming.org/audubon for a great
photo of a bald eagle taken near the river on
Commerce Drive in Williamsport.

Remember to mark you calendars for the Great
Backyard Bird Count February 13 8 16, 2009,
President 6s Day Weekend.
sponsored by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
National Audubon Society. You can find more
information at www.audubon.org/gbbc. Results
must be reported online, so if you do not have a
computer, visit your local library or find a friend
who can send your results...see page 5.

Thi

Looking forward to seeing you in the New Year
and to continue to promote a )
Linda Burk

healthy habitat for all wildlife.
‘ — FEBRUARY PROGRAM ON PAGE TWO — ‘

Welcome New Members

Susan Albrecht
Frank H. Ball
Thomas N. Batchelor
John B. Bergstrom
Deann C. Bigger

Helen Eck

Evelyn I. Bryan Ginger Miller
Barbara Foley Buedel Joyce Mime
Laura Cillo Tom Nau
Kenneth & Joan Condo Tom Odell

Ruby Confer
Raymond Conover

Sandra K. Duck

Megan Eppleman
Shirley Hendricks
Charles Mahler

Nancy Pakulski
Virgil & Elaine Probasco

Ellen Reed

Elwood Reed

Denise E. Rupert
Tonnye Rupp

Alan & Marcy Shores
Charles Starr

James Summerson
Tracy Weishaupt
Erica L. Wertz

John Whitehead
Manuel Barrera (Transfer)

Our Web Site: http://www.lycoming.org/audubon
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM BOOK REVIEW BY MICHAEL KURIGA
February 25, 2009—Dave Ferry and Wes Birdwatcher—The Life of

Egli— “ An Historical Look at the T Pet
Williamsport Christmas BirdRé’_g F'n Pty Feterson

. . by Elizabeth J. Rosenthal, Globe
Since 1912, the Williamsport CBC has been Pequot Press 2008 ISBN-13:
held on and off through the years. CBC- 9781599212944

coordinator Dave Ferry, and long time LAS
CBC participant Wes Egli will take an
historical look at some of the changes that
have occurred throughout the years.

& o

It was 1990 in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania and I was sitting
in the audience attending the
conference of the Raptor Research Foundation
* and the guest speaker was Mr. Peterson
2008 Winter Hummingbird CONTEST himself. Next to me was my friend Roy Frock

Wi nner .... . and he had his copy of the 1
i . of Roger Tory Petersons book. Later that
y Our first and only winners were June afternoon it was signed by the author. It was
// and Roy Hill of Wellsboro, Tioga a thrill to meet this gentleman.
County. They hosted an immature )

female Rufous hummingbird from late October This book really put together for me not only

through November 4th. Wayne Laubscher the life of this remarkable man but also the

caught and banded it with help from Steve hist_ory of how our organization, The_Audubon

Pinkerton and Dave Ferry on November 1st. Society, was put together and organized. I

This was a fAfirsto county r BRKEWIUsthow mych Roger Peterson

County. had a hand in the early days in New York.

The Hillods were presented wEZ3PethRasenthal geeg in minute detail of

Sibley Field Guide. the life of this artist from boyhood, to artist,

lecturer, writer, photographer and more.
Included are the tales of his friends, loves,

Lycoming County CBC Results family and the many organizations he aided
The 109th annual Christmas bird count and promoted throughout his very full life.
was held on Sunday, December 28th. One point that is emphasized is the way he
7, The final tally has ye’t to be finalized could focus on a subject. He could look at a
but so far a total of 70 species bird for hours at a time and then go on to not
have been recorded, and highlights @ only draw this bird for identification purposes
include a record nunlqber of pine Vv but express in common words so that anyone

could read that description and know what
they were looking at. I would compare him to
a great baseball slugger. When asked how
these hitters were able to get so many home
runs, most stated that they could see the
stitches of the ball coming towards home
plate. Mr. Peterson had that kind of focus for

siskins, and a first record of rusty

blackbird for our Williamsport count. Other
birds of interest include five bald eagles, one
peregrine falcon, one saw-whet owl, and three
Lapland longspurs. Waterfowl were very
scarce this year due to high water on the river
and frozen ponds and lakes.

_ birds. He could see what mo
Also, many Lycoming Audubon members but, he could explain what he saw and have
participated in the 2nd Northern Lycoming you then see it for yourself.

CBC, held on Sunday December 14th. A total
of 57 species were recorded with 300+ pine
siskins and 25 white-winged crossbills found.
Other birds included 11 northern harriers,
three short-eared owls, and one bald eagle.

Just halfway through the book, I was amazed
at just how much this one man had
accomplished and began to see what a genius
he really was.

The white-winged crossbills are relatively With 2008 being the 100" anniversary of
irregular irruptive species from the far north Roger Tory Petersons birth, this is a timely
and have not been seen in big numbers since book and I feel that everyone involved with
1998. Results of both counts and a summary Audubon should read it to understand not only
will be found in the next our history but to get a boost in our birding

newsletter. Dave Ferry , habits and avocation.


http://www.lycoming.org/audubon/Audubon/2008_lycoming_cbc.htm

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH

The 2008-09 season of Project FeederWatch got underway
November 8 and runs through April 3. Participants count the
numbers and kinds of birds at their feeders each week and send the
information to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Participants submitted
more than 115,000 checklists during the 2007-08 FeederWatch
season, documenting unusual bird sightings, winter movements, and
shifting ranges--a treasure-trove of information that scientists use to
monitor the health of the birds and of the environment.

NfnBeing a Feeder Watcher is easy and fun, and at the s
largest database on feeder-bi rd popul ations, 0 says project |l eader
grateful for the contributions our participants have made for the birds. Since we started in

1987, more than 40,000 people have submitted observations, engaging with the wildlife beyond
their windows. 0

Scientists |l earn something new from the data each ye
movements of common backyard birds or unusual sightings of rarely-seen species. Highlights of

the most recent season include the largest southward movement of Red-breasted Nuthatches in

the history of the project--part of an expected influx of northern birds that fly farther south

when their food supplies run short. Other northern species showing up in record numbers

included Common Repolls and Pine Siskins. Among the rare birds reported was a Streak-backed

Oriole in Loveland, Colorado-- t he st ateo6s first report of this biroc
nor 6easter deposited a Dovekie in Newton, Massachuse
seabird has ever been reported to Project FeederWatch.

Long-term data show some species increasing in number, such as the Lesser Goldfinch in the
Southwest. Other populations continue a downward trend, such as the Evening Grosbeak
throughout their range. Once one of the most common species seen at feeders in the northern
half of the continent, the grosbeaks are declining for unknown reasons.

Beyond the benefits to birds and science, however, i
merely an amenity; it is critical to healthy human d
Wells, Cornell University assistant professor of design and environmental analysis. Her studies

find that a view of nature through the window or access to the environment in any way

i mproves a childbds cognitive functioning
of stress on the chil-tbding. Wellsyatsb moltes thatc al we
when children spent time with nature early in life it carries over to their

adult attitudes and behavior toward the environment.

Project FeederWatch welcomes participants of all ages and skill levels,

from scout troops and retirees to classrooms and nature center visitors.

To learn more and to sign up, visit www.feederwatch.org or call the Lab

toll-free at (800) 843-2473. In return for the $15 fee ($12 for Lab

members) participants receivetheFeeder Wat cher 6, sanHandbo ok
identification poster of the most common feeder birds in their area, a

calendar, complete instructions, and the FeederWatch annual report,

Winter Bird Highlights

Project FeederWatch should not be confused with another program, the Great Backyard Bird Count,
also conducted by Audubon and Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The GBBC is only a four day event, in
Februaryé..see page five.

Both programs are a part of the ACitizen Scienced opportu



http://www.feederwatch.org/

THE GARDENER WITHIN: ATTRACT AND CARE FOR BIRDS IN WINTER

By Joe Lamp'l 6 JoeGardener.com and DIY Network

I so enjoy watching the many birds that visit my backyard feeders. I have several of them within
view from my office window. But now that it is late fall, I've noticed quite a decline in the number of
birds stopping by for a meal. Although I know many of my summer feathered friends have flown
south for the winter, I wanted to know how to attract more birds and keep them safer, should they
choose to hang around through winter.

To answer these burning questions, I interviewed Stephen Kress, vice president for bird
conservation at the National Audubon Society. Considering his long list of credentials, including
writing many books on backyard birding, I knew I was in good hands. Our conversation was
recorded and used in a recent podcast episode for my series "Growing a Greener World." I found the
information he provided so helpful, I've written this article around what he had to say
regarding attracting and protecting birds in winter and beyond. Here's a summary of our
conversation:

Feeders aren't for the birds: You might be surprised to know that, for the most part, all those
backyard bird feeders we so diligently stock throughout the year are doing more for us than the
birds. For them, feeders really only serve as a supplement to their primary diet of natural foods,
such as insects, seeds and fruit. Moreover, only a few of the many species of birds visit feeders at
all.

"It's a relatively small number of all birds," Kress said. "Contrary to popular opinion, it's a myth that
birds depend on a continuously stocked feeder through winter for their survival. Birds are such
mobile creatures; they can get what they need from a number of other sources. Only in extreme
weather do feeders become an important food source."

Feeder location is very important: It's estimated that 1 billion birds die each year from window
strikes. Startled birds will often fly up and smack into a nearby window. If your feeder is going to be
near the house, it should be within 3 feet. This way, if a bird is spooked, it typically has not built up
enough momentum to cause serious harm. The danger zone, according to Kress, is between 3 and
30 feet.

Keep birdseed and food fresh: It's important to make sure the food in feeders is fresh. Seed and
other food can become spoiled and develop mold rather quickly. Rotting food can attract harmful
pathogens. so be sure to change it out frequently if necessary.

Keep feeders clean, too: Over the course of a season, bird feeders can form mold on the bottom
and can foster bacteria and other potentially harmful pests. A stiff brush works well to clean them
out periodically.

Create natural habitats: One of the most important things we can do to attract and protect
birds in our backyards is to create natural landscapes. All birds need food, shelter, water,
nesting sites and perches. We can provide those needs through trees, shrubs, vines and ground
covers. Native plants are best to create the most natural habitats. In fact, the more complex your
habitat is through layers, depth and mixed groundcovers, the more birds you're
going to attract to your landscape.

On a related note, Kress offered this: "People that are tidy gardeners are not good
bird gardeners."

First, all that cleanup is removing precious habitat material for birds. Even more
startling was his next comment: "Approximately 7 million birds die each year in
people's backyards because of lawn chemicals. If we put chemicals down to Kill
bugs, we're really killing the birds. If we like birds, we need to create more
habitats for bugs and insects, too, and the birds will help keep them in check."

If you'd like to hear my interview with Kress, visit www.growingagreenerworld.com. Our
conversation takes place in show number 004.

Permission to use this article, granted by Joe Lamp'l, For more information, visit www.joegardener.com and www.DIYnetwork.com.
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BLUE DARTERS Il ..... A serIES OF THREE ARTICLES ON ACCIPITERS
BY MICHAEL W. KURIGA
Bl ue Darter refers most of the time to this, t he middl e

Cooper ' s hacipiker cooperii

The ACoopod, is the middle of the three and al so common
feeder and nests in back yards. The best way to identify this or any of the three is in their flight

patterns. They have very quick wing beats foll owed by
The bird is about a third the size largert han a pigeon for comparison. Tect

has a wingspan of 310.

As with all birds of prey, there are dimorphisms in the size between the
sexes. The male being a third less in size and hence referred to as the
tiercel or that being 1/3 less. So, identification between a female Sharp
Shin and a male Coopers Hawk is very challenging. And the same goes
for a female Coopers to a male Goshawk. The best way to really be

sure of the bird being a female Coop versus a male Goshawk is the tail.
The barring on a Cooperds Hawk is stra
feather. Not so with the Goshawk where you find this barring staggered
across.

In the Spring they prefer nesting in hardwood trees and seem to nest
near the tops of such. These birds have really adapted to humans.
There is a pair nesting right in the middle of Duboistown and there is a
now famous pair that have been nesting on the Main campus of Penn
State, right next to A0l d Maind on thel B
over the sidewalk.

These birds can be seen if you have patience. A great spot to see one is
along an abandoned railway bed with lots of vegetation. These birds will A du | t Cooper ' s
follow the bed at a height of 5-15 f eet and will f#Ablinds iuﬁ?&@fﬁﬁﬁi?ﬁ pro:
unsuspecting quarry such as a sparrow, or starling. They are constantly

seen rushing flocks of pigeons and many will take a stand near a bird

feeder in winter awaiting its treat for the day.

Coops not only prey on birds but have been known to catch game as large as cottontail rabbits.

’ﬁﬂr—f775077507—507—507—507—507750775077507—507—507—507—50775077507—507—507—507—5077&77&77&7—507—&7—507750775077507—507—507—&775077&77&77&7—&7— %ﬂ

GREAT BACKYARD FEEDER COUNT—FEBRUARY 13—19, 2009

}

1

I’ This is a four-day event that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time -

= snapshot of where the birds are across the continent. Anyone can participate, from beginning bird

:% watchers to experts. You can count birds anywhere: in your backyard, at a local park or wildlife refuge, *

. or wherever you like to watch birds. Spend at least 15 minutes for each day and location where you'd
_ like to count. Or you can count for as long as you like each day of the event. If you can spend more
|l than 15 minutes, youdll get a better sense of which bi

| can explore what is being reported from their town or anywhere in the United States and Canada. You

© can also see how this year's numbers compare with those from previous years. Participants may also send in
% photographs of the birds they see. A selection of images is posted in the online photo gallery. March 1 is the
;o cutoff date to submit observations. Once all the information is in, scientists must review it to identify notable
: trends.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

> All GBBC data needs to be entered online. Paper forms are still accepted, though it is strongly encouraged that

» participants enter their own data on the GBBC web site. Paper forms can be obtained from the website. Use a
new form for each day of the count and/or for each new location. Perhaps a friend can obtain forms

. and enter the data for you, (just be sure to enter they enter your name and address, not theirs). The
data can also be entered at a library computer.

N«  Complete information at www.birdsource.org/gbbc/ and www.birdsource.org/gbbc/fags-1/how-to-
gquestions#list

S S P P S PP |
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http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/faqs-1/how-to-questions#list
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/faqs-1/how-to-questions#list
http://www.lloydspitalnikphotos.com

BIRD OBSERVATIONS

I finally got a chance to try something that | édve been me
spend some time atop North White Deer Ridge on a day with good hawk-watching conditions to see if

Gol den Eagles are moving through here as wedve proven the
do.

On the afternoon of November 2, with strong south/southeast winds and cloudy skies forcing raptors to

come to the ridge for lift, I spotted a dozen Goldens at the site, located on Skyline Drive. Nearly all of the

birds were flying low and either directly above or on the south side of the ridge. The looks were as good

asany I haveeverhadbeven at the venerabl e Waggoner étailedcHapks ahdaal s o
couple of Red-shouldered Hawks, as well as some Pine Siskins.

One of the Goldens was attacked repeatedly by a Common Raven, who lunged and pecked at its back

and tail from above as he escorted the bigger bird out of
sight. The big flight of Goldens certainly has me intrigued. I am likely to try my luck there more often

next fall, though I can whet my appetite soon enough when the big birds start moving south in early

March.

One other note: If you have not traveled to Conowing Dam (just across the Pennsylvania-Maryland

border on Route 1) to watch the Bald Eagles that congrega
Meredith Lombard and I went there in late November and saw an estimated 125-plus eagles of all ages/
plumages feeding below the dam. As a bonus, we also watched an immature Peregrine Falcon take a

Rock Pigeon just above the dam. | tdés a great place to tak
wallpaper attests.

Letds get to the area sightings.

Tara Baier photographed an adult Bald Eagle from the Water Tower Square building at the west end of
Commerce Park Drive in Williamsport on December 22. Back on November 24, Rosemary Lunz found two
Bald Eagles sitting on the edge of some ice at Rose Valley Lake, an adult and an immature.

On November 7, Jeff Schaffer found an adult Golden Eagle in Clinton County at Stamm Road near
Rosecrans. The bird circled up on a thermal before heading out over the reservoir. He also spotted a
Northern Pintail. On the South Avis flats, Jeff observed an American Kestrel and some Horned Larks.

On December 20, Jeff returned to the reservoir area and found five Northern Pintails and a few Pine
Siskins, Horned Larks and Ruffed Grouse. At Loganton, he spotted a Rough-Legged Hawk.

On December 18, Wayne Laubscher relayed a report from a homeowner in Dunnstown, just northeast of

Lock Haven, of a Common Redpoll at his feeder. Wayne birded Tamarack Swamp near Renovo on

December 17, looking for crossbills. He found two flocks, one of 8-10 birds and another of 30-40. He

thought most, if not all, were White-winged Crossbills, based on their flight calls (the light was poor, and

he didndédt get extended | ooks). Wayne also received a repo
observed at a residential feeder near Rote (near Mill Hall, a few miles from the Lock Haven exit of

Interstate 180).

At the dike in Lock Haven on December 4, Jeff Schaffer watched an immature Bald Eagle circling and
making passes at another bird in the water, which turned out to be a Double-crested Cormorant. The
eagle dove for the cormorant about 25 times; each time the cormorant eluded the eagle by diving under
the water.

On November 21, Jeff watched a similar event unfold along the dike, when an immature Bald Eagle made
repeated unsuccessful passes at an American Coot before finally grabbing the bird. The eagle spent a

minute or two floating on top of the water, its wings partially spread. It took the eagle four attempts to

get airborne, but Jeff couldnét tell if the eagle still h
catch as it landed in a tree. Later, on Great River Road, Jeff found a Peregrine Falcon on a wire that

allowed a close approach.

On December 1, Dave Ferry reported that Rose Valley Lake was 75 percent frozen but still holding a few
Common Mergansers, Bufflehead and a Ring-necked Duck. Large numbers of Pine Siskins were also seen,
especially along the road to the south boat launch. Dave also spotted an adult Bald Eagle.

..... continued on i
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v KiD’s KORNER A

\l
The Mystery of Migration +
\‘/‘
\1/ /;\
v Did you ever notice that you only see some types of birdsd like hummingbirds, swallows, and robins
v --during the spring and summer? Meanwhile, other types of birdsé like titmice, chickadees, A
v cardinals, and woodpeckers -- seem to stay around all year long. What happens to so many birds N
./ during the winter? They MIGRATE! A
‘\1/ Some birds fly thousands of miles from our Pennsylvania forests all the way down to Costa Ricato

¥ spend the winter where their insect food sources are more plentiful. (Can you find Costa Ricaona

“1/ map or on the internet?) These birds are called neotrop

‘Wflocks of birds moving south in the fall, and back nﬂbrth
. ancient flyways in the sky to move between their winter and summer ranges. "
| /N
“1/ The cold winter weather here in the northeast means insects are available here for only the warmer 4
" parts of the year, When it gets colder and the insects die off, the birds that eat insects must move

V" south to find their preferred food. The birds that can stay here all winter can adapt to eat seeds or ’i\

|
\‘/ N\

. grubs that hide under bark, food sources that are available even in the colder months.

I
N
\%

I

Try setting up a bird feeder outside a window near s‘/?bme
to see many types of birds. Keep a record of what birds you see on what daysé and when the n

I/
I

Al

, spring migration season begins, youbdll see many addi'tion
| /N

‘1" Next time, wedl] |l earn about how birds find their waly on
\1/‘ Mi gration word scrambleééé. .. Try trelatadwords:ambl e thesé:;\ mi g
\l N

\1,‘ NTSCEI DESE AORINPECTOL /‘4\

\CV OKFCL ENRIWT MSMURE /i\‘

I /N

v OTSUH HNOTR WYLAFYL i

\1/ /;\

“1/ This Kidsdéd Korner provided by Dr. Mary Morrison, Lycoming Coll egenp

i /;\
€...Bird Observationséé. Continued from page 6¢.

A Golden Eagle and several Red-tailed Hawks were riding the ridge above Trout Run that day, Dave said,
and two light-morph Rough-legged Hawks were hunting in the fields along Mill Hill Road, where two very
late Turkey Vultures were also found. Dave noted that the wintering Peregrine Falcons are again using
the Genetti Hotel in Williamsport as their base. They are usually perched on the southeast corner of the
buil dingds roof .

On November 24, Dave birded the area east of Route 15 in Jackson Twp., finding hundreds of Pine
Siskins and numerous Purple Finches. The siskins were seen at feeders and in pine and cedar trees in
multiple locations. A single Rough-leg was found, as well as a male American Kestrel. But the best find,
Dave reports, was a Red-tailed Hawk that caught and ate a vole or mouse immediately in front of him.

Dave relayed news on November 7 of a Snowy Owl that had been in the English Center area for about
two weeks. The owl had been seen in the area of the Texas Blockhouse property and was using a barn as
a perch. It was also spotted flying low across some nearby fields.

On November 14, Laurie Cressman took a birding trip to Montour Preserve. The highlights from the foggy
day included six Wild Turkeys, four Ring-necked Ducks, three Great Blue Herons, a couple of kinglets and
four muskrats swimming back and forth on a7feetawday)Ificbuldgot s

hear and see it eating on the water's edge, 0 she wrote.
Finally, on November 12, Dave Ferry reported a late male Baltimore Oriole feeding on apples in one of

his apple trees. dl don't recall ever seeing one here aft
Get out and enjoy some winter birding, and let me know what you find. Joe Yoder
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