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2008   CALENDAR 

NOTE:  Beginning in January 2008 

Meeting time changed to 7:00 pm!!! Happy New Year!  

We are back in the swing of our programs for 

2008.  Remember our new starting time 
of 7pm. Come at 6:30 pm to talk with 

other Audubon members and friends and 

enjoy Tink Reish's great cookies. 

We appreciate all of you that participated in 

the Christmas Bird Counts. The information is 

invaluable in helping scientists determine the 

health of our birds and our environment. 

Audubon's unprecedented analysis of forty 

years of citizen-science bird population data 

from our own Christmas Bird Count , plus the 
Breeding Bird Survey reveals the alarming 

decline of many of our most common and 

beloved birds.  There are 30 species of birds 
that are at risk.  Learn more about this at 

http://stateofthebirds.audubon.org/cbid/  

 

Looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday, 

January 23rd.   Linda Burk 

January 23, 2008 — 7:00pm 
 

“Songbirds to Waterfowl in Alaska's 

Interior” - Christy Bowersox 
 

Christy graduated from Lycoming College 
in 2005 with a bachelor‘s degree in 

Biology.  Since then, she has worked in 
Mexico, North Dakota, Pennsylvania and Alaska.  

She will give a presentation about her 
experiences working for the Alaska Bird 
Observatory banding passerines and 
working for the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks.  

A passerine is a bird of the giant order 
Passeriformes. More than half of all species of bird 
are passerines. Sometimes known as perching 
birds or, less accurately, as songbirds, the 
passerines form one of the most spectacularly 
diverse terrestrial vertebrate orders: with around 
5,400 species, it is roughly twice as diverse as the 
largest of the mammal orders, the Rodentia. 
The name derives from Passer domesticus, Latin 
for House Sparrow.                            Source: Wikipedia.com 

Welcome!!  New Members     
 

  Percey A. Batey Joseph Borrosco 
  James Dwyer Samuel Fisher 
  Kenneth Loss Scott B. Flook 
  Patrick M. Ruane Mary A. Fultz 
  Ann Senula Janet C. Kohler 
  Al Sever Marty Meiser 
  Ray Stilwell Camille Orelli 

  Kathy Straub Daisy Reeder 
  Dorothy Watkins Jeff Reiley 
  Ruth Rich   

Live Cam of the bird feeders at the 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology:  visit 

www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/  

Mark your calendars for 2008 LAS 

meeting dates: 
February 27, 2008 — For February meeting 
details….. See website: 
www.lycoming.org.audubon and/or 

Williamsport Sun-Gazette, Sunday 
Outdoor Section on February 24th. 

March 26, 2008 

April 23, 2008  

May 28, 2008  - Annual Potluck 
dinner and Silent Auction,  Pine Street Methodist 

Church, Williamsport.   

http://stateofthebirds.audubon.org/cbid/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_%28biology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songbird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vertebrate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mammal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_Sparrow
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/&t=kZhUNg&e=mW+yP+aFqbM
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Find the Birds 

All of the birds listed are spelled out in the mass of letters below.  Each bird name can be found 
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.  Some of the bird names are spelled ‗in reverse‘ as in ‗drib‘ for 
‗bird‘.  Cross off each bird name you find from the bird list.  Have fun! 

Chickadee 
Osprey 
Towhee 
Egret 
Phoebe 
Flicker 
Grebe 
Nuthatch 
Killdeer 
Tanager 

Redstart 
Merganser 
Gull 
 
 

Grosbeak 
Oriole 
Junco 
Kinglet  
Cowbird 
Mallard 
Meadowlark 
Nighthawk 
Ovenbird  
Peregrine 

Raven 
Loon 
Vireo 
 

If you’ve searched and searched and can’t find a 
bird name in the mass of letters, e-mail the LAS 
Webmaster for help at quiscalusquis@excite.com 

  Developed by Jim Green 

BIRD LIST 

 Kids Korner 

Bird Observations,…..continued from page 5….. 

On November 29th, Rosemary Lunz of Warrensville 
reported a likely leucistic House Finch at her feeders. 

On November 19, as Jeff Schaffer walked the dike in 
Lock Haven, he found a flock of 32 Common Loons, 
45 Buffleheads, five Ring-necked Ducks, two Hooded 
Mergansers and a few Mallards. 

On November 17th Joan Sattler viewed a Northern 
Saw-whet Owl close to her home near Loyalsockville. 

Dave Ferry reported there was a Northern Shrike 
near the south boat-launch entrance at Rose Valley 
Lake on November 11. Waterfowl there included a 
Common Loon, three Pied-billed Grebes, two Horned 
Grebes, 20 Ring-necked Ducks, seven Hooded 
Mergansers, 10 Bufflehead, 10 Black Ducks, eight 
Mallards, five Lesser Scaup, 15 Canada Geese and 
two Great Blue Herons. On November 6th, Dave‘s 
very excited son called him at work to let him know 
of a female Evening Grosbeak at their feeders. 

On November 1st, Wayne Laubscher reported 
hearing from Jeff Schaffer that a Brant was still 
present at Lock Haven along the Susquehanna River 
just west of the Jay Street Bridge. 

     Joe Yoder 

Project FeederWatch 

Project FeederWatch is hosted by 
the National Audubon Society and 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and 

the 21st season of Project 
FeederWatch is underway, but you 
can sign up to participate at any 
time.  Your counts will help 
scientists monitor changes in 

feeder-bird populations over the winter from 

year to year.  As the project is self-funded, 
there is a $15 fee to defray the cost of the 
materials.  New participants, receive a kit with 
a handbook, a bird-identification poster, a 
calendar, and an instruction booklet.   The 
homepage for this project is  http://
www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ .  You can also 
learn more about the project and how to 
attract birds to your feeders by watching two 
segments devoted to these topics on the 
Martha Stewart Show. Follow the link on the 
All About Birds home page at 
www.allaboutbirds.org. 

For more information about Project 
FeederWatch or to sign up, please visit 
www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ or call (800) 843-
2473. 

 

mailto:quiscalusquis@excite.com
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.allaboutbirds.org/&t=kZhUNg&e=mW+yP+aFqbM
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/&t=kZhUNg&e=mW+yP+aFqbM
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National Audubon 

Great Backyard Bird Count  

February 15 - 18, 2008 

The Great Backyard Bird Count, sponsored 

by National Audubon each year will take 
place on February 15-18, 2008.  ―Count for 

Fun, Count for the Future!” is the theme 

for the 11th annual event. We're hoping 

you‘ll help top the record-breaking 2007 
count, when participants submitted more 

than 80,000 checklists! 

1.  Plan to count birds for at least 15 

minutes during February 15th–18th, 

2008. Count the birds at as many places 
and on as many days as you like — just 

keep a separate list of counts for each 

day and/or location. 

2.  Count the greatest number of individuals 

of  each species that you see together at 
any one time, and write it down.   A 

regional check-list is included below. 

3.  Enter your results through the web page, 

after February 18th, 2008 at   http://

gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input .  

Visit  http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/  for 

additional information. 

There are several galleries of bird photos on 

this site, and the winners and finalists in the 

2007 photo contest are also posted.  See 
what you think of their choices in five 

categories. The top winner shows a 

spectacular Hooded Merganser!  

www.birdcount.org/2007photowinners Local regional GBBC Checklist 
 
Waterfowl 
______ Snow Goose  
______ Cackling Goose  
______ Canada Goose  
______ Mute Swan  
______ Tundra Swan  

______ Wood Duck  
______ Gadwall  
______ American Wigeon  
______ American Black Duck  
______ Mallard  
______ Northern Shoveler  

______ Northern Pintail  
______ Green-winged Teal  
______ Canvasback  
______ Redhead  
______ Ring-necked Duck  
______ Greater Scaup  
______ Lesser Scaup  
______ Long-tailed Duck  
______ Bufflehead  
______ Common Goldeneye  
______ Hooded Merganser  
______ Common Merganser  
______ Common Merganser (North American)  
______ Red-breasted Merganser  
______ Ruddy Duck  
 
Grouse, Quail, and Allies 
______ Ring-necked Pheasant  

______ Ruffed Grouse  
______ Wild Turkey  
______ Northern Bobwhite  

 
Loons and Grebes 
______ Pied-billed Grebe  
______ Horned Grebe  
 
Herons, Ibis, and Storks 
______ Great Blue Heron  
  
Vultures, Diurnal Raptors, and Falcons 
______ Black Vulture  

______ Turkey Vulture  
______ Bald Eagle  
______ Northern Harrier  
______ Sharp-shinned Hawk  
______ Cooper's Hawk  
______ Northern Goshawk  

______ Red-shouldered Hawk  
______ Red-tailed Hawk  
______ Rough-legged Hawk  
______ Golden Eagle  
______ American Kestrel  
______ Merlin  
 
Rails, Cranes, and Allies 
______ American Coot  
  
Shorebirds 
______ Killdeer  
______ Wilson's Snipe  
______ American Woodcock  
 
 

http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input
http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/input
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.birdcount.org/2007photowinners&t=kZhUNg&e=mW+yP+aFqbM
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Snow_Goose_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Cackling_Goose_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Canada_Goose_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Mute_Swan_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Tundra_Swan_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Wood_Duck_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Gadwall_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Wigeon_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Black_Duck_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Mallard_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Shoveler_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Pintail_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Green-winged_Teal_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Canvasback_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Redhead_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ring-necked_Duck_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Greater_Scaup_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Lesser_Scaup_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Long-tailed_Duck_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Bufflehead_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Common_Goldeneye_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Hooded_Merganser_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Common_Merganser_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-breasted_Merganser_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ruddy_Duck_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ring-necked_Pheasant_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ruffed_Grouse_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Wild_Turkey_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Bobwhite_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Pied-billed_Grebe_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Horned_Grebe_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Great_Blue_Heron_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Black_Vulture_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Turkey_Vulture_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Bald_Eagle_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Harrier_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Sharp-shinned_Hawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Coopers_Hawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Goshawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-shouldered_Hawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-tailed_Hawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Rough-legged_Hawk_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Golden_Eagle_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Kestrel_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Merlin_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Coot_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Killdeer_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Wilsons_Snipe_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Woodcock_dtl.html
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Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers 
______ Bonaparte's Gull  
______ Ring-billed Gull  
______ Herring Gull  
______ Iceland Gull  
______ Lesser Black-backed Gull  
______ Glaucous Gull  
______ Great Black-backed Gull  
 
Pigeons and Doves 
______ Rock Pigeon  
______ Mourning Dove  
 
Owls 
______ Barn Owl  
______ Eastern Screech-Owl  
______ Great Horned Owl  
______ Snowy Owl  

______ Barred Owl  
______ Long-eared Owl  
______ Short-eared Owl  
______ Northern Saw-whet Owl  
 
Kingfishers and Allies 

______ Belted Kingfisher  
  
Woodpeckers 
______ Red-headed Woodpecker  
______ Red-bellied Woodpecker  
______ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  

______ Downy Woodpecker  
______ Hairy Woodpecker  
______ Northern Flicker  
______ Pileated Woodpecker  
 
Shrikes and Vireos 

______ Northern Shrike  
  
Jays, Magpies, Crows, and Ravens 
______ Blue Jay  
______ American Crow  
______ Fish Crow  
______ Common Raven  

Larks 
______ Horned Lark  
  
Chickadees and Titmice 
______ Carolina Chickadee  
______ Black-capped Chickadee  

______ Tufted Titmouse  
 
Nuthatches and Creepers 
______ Red-breasted Nuthatch  
______ White-breasted Nuthatch  
______ Brown Creeper  

 
Wrens 
______ Carolina Wren  
______ Winter Wren  

Kinglets, Old World Warblers, and 
Gnatcatchers 
______ Golden-crowned Kinglet  
______ Ruby-crowned Kinglet  
 
Thrushes  
______ Eastern Bluebird  
______ Hermit Thrush  
______ American Robin  
 
Catbirds, Mockingbirds, and Thrashers 
______ Northern Mockingbird  
  
Starlings and Mynas 
______ European Starling  
  
Wagtails and Pipits 
______ American Pipit  

  
Waxwings and Silky-flycatchers 
______ Cedar Waxwing  
 
Wood-Warblers 
______ Yellow-rumped Warbler  

  
Sparrows and other Emberizids 
______ Eastern Towhee  
______ American Tree Sparrow  
______ Field Sparrow  
______ Song Sparrow  

______ Swamp Sparrow  
______ White-throated Sparrow  
______ White-crowned Sparrow  
______ Dark-eyed Junco  
______ Lapland Longspur  
______ Snow Bunting  

 
Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies 
______ Northern Cardinal  
  
Blackbirds 
______ Red-winged Blackbird  
______ Eastern Meadowlark  

______ Yellow-headed Blackbird  
______ Rusty Blackbird  
______ Common Grackle  
______ Brown-headed Cowbird  
 
Finches, Euphonias, and Allies 

______ Purple Finch  
______ House Finch  
______ White-winged Crossbill  
______ Common Redpoll  
______ Pine Siskin  
______ American Goldfinch  

______ Evening Grosbeak  
 
Old World Sparrows 
_____ House sparrow 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Bonapartes_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ring-billed_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Herring_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Iceland_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Lesser_Black-backed_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Glaucous_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Great_Black-backed_Gull_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Rock_Pigeon_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Mourning_Dove_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Barn_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Eastern_Screech-Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Great_Horned_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Snowy_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Barred_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Long-eared_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Short-eared_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Saw-whet_Owl_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Belted_Kingfisher_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-headed_Woodpecker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-bellied_Woodpecker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Yellow-bellied_Sapsucker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Downy_Woodpecker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Hairy_Woodpecker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Flicker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Pileated_Woodpecker_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Shrike_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Blue_Jay_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Crow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Fish_Crow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Common_Raven_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Horned_Lark_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Carolina_Chickadee_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Black-capped_Chickadee_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Tufted_Titmouse_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-breasted_Nuthatch_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/White-breasted_Nuthatch_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Brown_Creeper_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Carolina_Wren_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Winter_Wren_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Golden-crowned_Kinglet_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Ruby-crowned_Kinglet_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Eastern_Bluebird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Hermit_Thrush_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Robin_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Mockingbird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/European_Starling_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Pipit_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Cedar_Waxwing_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Yellow-rumped_Warbler_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Eastern_Towhee_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/American_Tree_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Field_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Song_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Swamp_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/White-throated_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/White-crowned_Sparrow_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Dark-eyed_Junco_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Lapland_Longspur_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Snow_Bunting_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Northern_Cardinal_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Red-winged_Blackbird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Eastern_Meadowlark_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Yellow-headed_Blackbird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Rusty_Blackbird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Common_Grackle_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Brown-headed_Cowbird_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Purple_Finch_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/House_Finch_dtl.html
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/White-winged_Crossbill_dtl.html
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http://www.birds.cornell.edu/programs/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Evening_Grosbeak_dtl.html
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The days are getting longer; before you know it, the first of the northbound spring migrants will arrive. 
But there‘s still time to get into the field for some winter birding. Make the most of the remaining days to 

find the species we see only this time of year. It‘s been an invasion year for the so-called ―winter 
finches,‖ and I hope you seize the opportunity to see these northern visitors while you can. 

In mid-November, as I observed a Fox Sparrow and a few Tree Sparrows in the brush along the upper 
fields at Rider Park, I heard some crows making a ruckus. I ignored them until I walked past a large 
conifer and saw what had provoked their response: a sub-adult Golden Eagle flying low over the upper 
ridge of the Katy Jane Trail! 

Not long after that (on Thanksgiving Day), Meredith Lombard and I watched a juvenile Golden fly right 
over her home near Marietta, Lancaster County. We had just concluded a walk down to the Susquehanna 
River when we spotted the eagle below a large flock of Ring-billed Gulls Ƅ one of many such flocks 

present that day before the rains arrived. 

There are plenty of local sightings to report from November-December. Larry Waltz saw six Common 
Redpolls in Buchanan Meadows, Old Lycoming Township, on December 21st. He also reported 35 Snow 
Buntings in the Berry's field of Grimesville Road (Buchanan Baptist Church) on December 18th . 

On December 19th, Dave Ferry watched four Common Redpolls feast on thistle seed at his home in Old 
Lycoming Township. They also fed on a few birch catkins that were available. While scouting for the 
Northern Lycoming Christmas Bird Count on December 15th, Dave spotted a Golden Eagle from Route 15, 
just before the Route 284 exit. The bird soared west into the Little Pine Creek Valley. In addition to the 

eagle, Dave found the following birds near Marshall Road, Roaring Branch and Cross Roads: 100 Snow 
Buntings, 50 Horned Larks, a light-phase Rough-Legged Hawk and five Red-tailed Hawks. In 
Susquehanna Township near Nisbet, he found 10 American Pipits (on Kennedy Lane) and 50 Horned 
Larks (on West Village Drive). 

On December 9th in Rider Park, Dave and his son Tiarnan watched a Northern Shrike haunt the bird-
feeding station near the gazebo. The ―first-winter‖ bird had been seen since the previous weekend. 

Viewing the action through a spotting scope, Tiarnan watched the shrike regurgitate a pellet. They 
observed the bird for 30 minutes before it flew to the next field. The feeders were slow that day due to 
the active shrike, but there were still plenty of the usual winter species present. A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was also in the area. Also on December 9, Dave found a late Gray Catbird on his Old Lycoming 
Township property, as well as a red phase Eastern Screech-Owl using a nest box in his backyard. 

On December 7th, Dave found two Peregrine Falcons on the Genetti Hotel in downtown Williamsport on 
the southwest and southeast corners of the building. He also said there was an adult male Northern 
Harrier working the fields near Mill Hill Road. 

Jeff Schaffer reported a Black Scoter on the dike in Lock Haven on December 19, and there was a Lesser 
Scaup in the same location. On December 14th, Jeff birded the Avis Flats and found numerous Horned 
Larks and several Lapland Longspurs. The longspurs were found in manure spread near the farm just up 

from the bridge. 

Wayne Laubscher relayed that Carol and Charles Hildebrand reported seeing about 20 Snow Buntings 
and 200 Horned Larks on the afternoon of December 14 at the same location in South Avis that Jeff 
Schaffer saw the Lapland Longspurs in the morning. They also found a Northern Harrier. The Hildebrands 
reported a Common Redpoll at their feeders in Woolrich on December 15th. Also feeding there were about 
75 Pine Siskins. 

On December 2nd, Wayne reported that a hunter related to him a recent sighting of a Short-eared Owl 
from an elevated deer stand at a hunting club northwest of Lock Haven. The hunter observed the owl 
hunting low over a grassy field. Dave Ferry reported on November 30th that at least one Short-eared Owl 
was working the grasslands off Mill Hill Road in the evening. This has been a regular wintering ground for 
the owls. 

Wayne received a report of two Evening Grosbeaks that were seen at a feeder in Swissdale (about 5 
miles north of Lock Haven) on November 17. On November 15, Wayne found a small flock of Rusty 
Blackbirds at the mitigation wetlands in Mill Hall. There were also a few Tree Sparrows there. 

…...Continued on page 2……. 


